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SFPL services to 
incarcerated 
people

• Weekly library service at two county jails and 
Juvenile Justice Center

• Hoopla on jail tablets: ebooks, audiobooks, 
movies, TV shows, music

• Reference by Mail

• Reentry resources and outreach

• Local projects and partnerships

• Expanding Information Access to Incarcerated 
People Mellon-funded grant project
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Reference by Mail



‹#›

Local projects & 
partnerships
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Reentry resources & outreach



Programs & Events (a sampling)
• Employment Resource Fair in partnership with CDCR Community Reentry Unit, featuring “Job Searching with a 

Conviction History,” presented by DHR at the Main Library: August 6, 2026

• Documentary screening at JJC of 26.2 to Life and visit from Markelle "the Gazelle" Taylor, featured in the film: 

July 2026 

• Author visits in County Jail and Juvenile Justice Center: January 2026, Dorsey Nunn, author of What Kind of Bird 

Can't Fly?

• System-Impacted Authors’ Book Fair: March 29, 2025

• Public screenings of relevant documentaries at the Main Library

• Host annual Recovery Summits, with Adult Probation Department

• Monthly PACT meetings for people recently paroled to San Francisco, with CDCR

• Free community trip to Alcatraz in collaboration with Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy

• This Is Ear Hustle was SFPL’s 2022 One City One Book selection
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Reentry 
resources & 
outreach



SFPL services to 
people in reentry

• Centered at The Bridge at Main, SFPL's Adult 

Literacy and Learning Center

• Inclusive services and programs with attention to 

experiences of people with employment gaps 

and need for tech literacy

• PACT meetings host / Welcome Home Bags

• Lifers' Meetings at Adult Parole Office

• Adult online high schools

• Computer classes

• 1:1 support

• ESL tutoring
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https://www.ala.org/aboutala/
offices/diversity/expanding-
access-incarcerated-initiative



Getting 
involved

•San Francisco Public Library’s Expanding Information 

Access for Incarcerated People project, funded by the Mellon 

Foundation: https://sfpl.org/services/jail-and-reentry-

services/expanding-information-access-incarcerated-people-

initiative#

•Prison Library Support Network, for responding to 

information requests from incarcerated people: https://plsn-

nyc.tumblr.com/

•Books to Prisons organizations

⚬ National list 

https://prisonbookprogram.org/prisonbooknetwork/

⚬ San Francisco Bay Area: https://www.prisonlit.org/

•Friends of the San Quentin Library: 

https://www.friendsofthesanquentinprisonlibrary.com/



Thank you! 
Contact us at rachelkinnon@sfpl.org

and natalie.enright@sfpl.org

“The library presence in this jail is the best program. We look forward to getting good books 

to read and occupy our time. Reading is very therapeutic and eases the mind when 

stressing over being away from home. Inmates need the library service inside of the jail! The 

librarians are fantastic and try to help and accommodate the inmates as much as possible.” 

-- K.N., County Jail #3 patron

“I appreciate all of the guests who took time out of their day to come to the infamous San 
Quentin correctional setting and discuss literacy and how libraries can improve 
people’s lives.”

-- San Quentin resident at San Quentin 2025 Literacy Symposium


