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Visual Arts Committee Explanatory Document for Wednesday, July 20, 2022 

Proposed Temporary Installation of R-Evolution Sculpture by Marco Cochrane in Union Square Plaza 

 

The Union Square Association wishes to display a 48’ tall sculpture by artist Marco Cochrane in Union 
Square Plaza for a period of approximately six months in 2023, the exact schedule to be determined in 
consultation with the Recreation and Park Department. The sculpture is fabricated from steel rod and 
tubing with two layers of geodesic triangles and covered by stainless steel mesh. An engineering analysis 
was performed to evaluate placing the R-Evolution sculpture in the same position designated for the 
annual placement of the Christmas tree and found it to be of equivalent weight. The sculpture has the 
capacity to resist wind and seismic demands per the current SF Building Codes. The sculpture will be 
maintained by the artist throughout the duration of the installation. This installation, if approved, will be 
privately funded at no cost to the City.  
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CK CONTEMPORARY

August 16, 2022

Dear Ralph Remington and the SF Visual Arts Committee,

 

My name is Lauren Ellis, and I am the owner of CK Contemporary, an art gallery located in

Union Square for nearly 10 years. I am writing to support the placement of the R-evolution

statue in Union Square, as it is the perfect way to restore our neighborhood’s legacy as a

cultural hub, in a city known the world over for its achievements in the arts. Union Square is

home to dozens of the city’s best galleries, theaters, and artist’s studios, and the placement of

this large-scale, awe-inspiring sculpture, is necessary to remind our locals and symbolize to

our tourists that San Francisco is a leader in supporting artists and their communities. 

 

Marco Cochrane’s 45 foot tall sculpture is a powerful symbol of female strength and

empowerment. The artist has stated that this work, and the two pieces that complete the

series, are meant to de-objectify the female form, eliminating the power of the classic male

gaze, and therefore working towards ending violence against women. While this message

alone is an important cause for us to celebrate and champion, the beauty of public art is that it

enters into a dialogue with its surroundings and often its meaning can shift and transform in

the context of where it stands. When I imagine this sculpture standing magnificently in Union

Square, its subject firm and unwavering in her stance, and calm in the face of the world

around her, I see her as a symbol of Union Square and San Francisco as we emerge from

these extremely difficult times. 

Over the past two years I have seen our community devastated by the effects of the

pandemic. As a small business owner, I cannot overstate the struggle it has been to fight

through these challenging times. Union Square is the epicenter of our city’s economic core

and it is imperative that we take every step necessary to re-vitalize our public realm with art

that is inspiring, beautiful and will draw tourists and travelers as well as people from our own

neighborhoods to stand in its presence. Union Square is often the first impression we give

people upon arriving in our incredible city - let’s let them be greeted with an impactful symbol

of strength, resilience, courage and advocacy. Please support San Francisco, Union Square

and small businesses like mine by backing the placement of this important work of art. 

                                                                                                                        Lauren Ellis

                                                                                                                        CK Contemporary
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