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Visual Arts Committee Explanatory Document for Wednesday, July 20, 2022

Proposed Temporary Installation of R-Evolution Sculpture by Marco Cochrane in Union Square Plaza

The Union Square Association wishes to display a 48’ tall sculpture by artist Marco Cochrane in Union
Square Plaza for a period of approximately six months in 2023, the exact schedule to be determined in
consultation with the Recreation and Park Department. The sculpture is fabricated from steel rod and
tubing with two layers of geodesic triangles and covered by stainless steel mesh. An engineering analysis
was performed to evaluate placing the R-Evolution sculpture in the same position designated for the
annual placement of the Christmas tree and found it to be of equivalent weight. The sculpture has the
capacity to resist wind and seismic demands per the current SF Building Codes. The sculpture will be
maintained by the artist throughout the duration of the installation. This installation, if approved, will be
privately funded at no cost to the City.
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Dcbra Walker

SFAC

401 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 325
San Francisco. CA 94102

(415) 252-2266
ART-Infol@sfgov.org

Re: Union Square Temporary Sculpture

August 15, 2022

Dear Debra:

I am writing to express my support for the installation of the Union Square Temporary Sculpture  This
project exemplifies the best of partnerships that allows locals and visitors to enjoy the arts in public.

The installation will provide an enjovable urban experience.

I strongly urge you to support this exciting and innovative installation to enhance San Francisco’s mosi
vibrant location. (

Sincerely. i; _ﬂ\ Mk—g

Representing

135 Powell Street, Walgreens

151 Powell Street, Jins Retail

161 Powell Street. The Herbert Hotel

235 O Farrell Street, Holiday Inn Hotel

243 O Farrell Street, Johnny Foleys Restaurant

KEIL BUILDING - 244 KEARNY STREET - THIRD FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108
415/781/5546 - FAX 415/781/3939
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Hotel Councﬂ

SAN FRANCISCO

August 16, 2022
Dear Mr. Ralph Remington and the SF Visual Arts Committee,

My name is Alex Bastian, and | am the President and CEO of the Hotel Council of San Francisco. | am
writing to support the R-Evolution statue and all it represents for our community. Union Square hosts
12,000 hotel rooms. Union Square is the epicenter and heart of our beautiful city. San Francisco is a
place where visitors can experience all that our city has to offer. Our culture and values are on full
display here. The opportunity to host the R-Evolution sculpture would be a privilege and an honor.

Standing 40 ft tall, this awe-inspiring statue epitomizes the strength and beauty of the female form. We
appreciate the message it conveys about female empowerment and de-objectifying the female

form. The Hotel Council has been hosting the Women in Leadership Event for many years now. We are
passionate about fighting for women’s rights and gender equality. This statute speaks to those core
principals. It also encourages dialogue about the importance of taking action to end violence against
women.

Art that is spectacular, jaw dropping, and magnificent is needed in our public realm to help boost our
economic core. Union Square is the perfect location to showcase fantastic pieces like this one. The
pandemic was challenging for everyone. The hospitality industry was significantly impacted. Bringing
public art and a space for reflection and dialogue to Union Square will help with the recovery of our
industry. That recovery serves to benefit our workers, our industry and San Franciscans alike.

Art is what moves our souls and benefits us all. Please support this magnificent display.
Thank you,

Warmly,
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Alex Bastian
President & CEQ

Hotel Council of San Francisco
323 Geary Street, Suite 405
San Francisco, CA 94102




OFFICE

870 MARKET STREET
SUITE 803

SAN FRANCISCO
CALIFORNIA 94102
415 956-0472

SF RAILWAY MUSEUM
77 STEUART STREET
SAN FRANCISCO
CALIFORNIA 94105
415 974-1948

WWW.STREETCAR.ORG

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Bruce Agid

Andrea Aiello

Kevin Carroll

Jim Chappell

Joe D’Alesandro

Oz Erickson

Tracy Everwine
Nick Figone

Karin Flood

Rodney Fong

Leslie Katz

Katy Liddell

David Perry

Antone Sabella
Sharyn Saslafsky
Robbie Silver
Randall Scott

Leslie Tang Schilling

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carmen Clark

Chair

James Giraudo,

Vice Chair & Secretary
George Pleasant,
Treasurer

Mike Brown

Taryn Edwards

David Gallagher
Leslie Rogers

Kat Siegal

Paul Wells

William J. Flynn,
Emeritus

Rick Laubscher
President and CEQ

Alison Cant
Museum & Ops. Mgr.

August 15, 2022

Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am writing as president of Market Street Railway, Muni’s nonprofit
preservation partner. I also currently serve as chair of the board of
the Union Square Foundation, also a nonprofit organization that
helps raise enhancement funding for Union Square Alliance.

In both roles, I bring my perspective as a San Francisco historian and
the child of longtime small business owners in the Union Square
area. | have been around the Square all my life, and love what it has
always represented to our city: a special gathering place for all who
live and visit here.

We have all seen how Covid decimated visitation to Union Square.
While it has begun to recover, it is essential that we provide both San
Franciscans and visitors fresh attractions in tune with our city’s
artistic history to attract people back. That’s why I strongly support
the placement of the R Revolution artwork in Union Square. It is a
compelling work of art in its own right, and an important symbol of
the strength of women at a time when it is much needed in our
country.

It is the right statement, in the right place, at the right time, and I
hope you will vote to approve it.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

President & CEO

WE KEEP SAN FRANCISCO’'S VINTAGE STREETCARS ON TRACK
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CK CONTEMPORARY

August 16, 2022
Dear Ralph Remington and the SF Visual Arts Committee,

My name is Lauren Ellis, and | am the owner of CK Contemporary, an art gallery located in
Union Square for nearly 10 years. | am writing to support the placement of the R-evolution
statue in Union Square, as it is the perfect way to restore our neighborhood's legacy as a
cultural hub, in a city known the world over for its achievements in the arts. Union Square is
home to dozens of the city's best galleries, theaters, and artist's studios, and the placement of
this large-scale, awe-inspiring sculpture, is necessary to remind our locals and symbolize to
our tourists that San Francisco is a leader in supporting artists and their communities.

Marco Cochrane’s 45 foot tall sculpture is a powerful symbol of female strength and
empowerment. The artist has stated that this work, and the two pieces that complete the
series, are meant to de-objectify the female form, eliminating the power of the classic male
gaze, and therefore working towards ending violence against women. While this message
alone is an important cause for us to celebrate and champion, the beauty of public art is that it
enters into a dialogue with its surroundings and often its meaning can shift and transform in
the context of where it stands. When | imagine this sculpture standing magnificently in Union
Square, its subject firm and unwavering in her stance, and calm in the face of the world
around her, | see her as a symbol of Union Square and San Francisco as we emerge from
these extremely difficult times.

Over the past two years | have seen our community devastated by the effects of the
pandemic. As a small business owner, | cannot overstate the struggle it has been to fight
through these challenging times. Union Square is the epicenter of our city's economic core
and it is imperative that we take every step necessary to re-vitalize our public realm with art
that is inspiring, beautiful and will draw tourists and travelers as well as people from our own
neighborhoods to stand in its presence. Union Square is often the first impression we give
people upon arriving in our incredible city - let's let them be greeted with an impactful symbol
of strength, resilience, courage and advocacy. Please support San Francisco, Union Square
and small businesses like mine by backing the placement of this important work of art.

pﬁ' 3@%@\—
Lauren Ellis
CK Contemporary

246 POWELL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO
CKCONTEMPORARY.COM
415.397.0114
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