
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 12, 2025 

 

John Trasviña 

President, Board of Appeals 

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1475  

San Francisco, CA 94103 

 

Dear President Trasviña: 

 

We write in strong support of the appeal to rescind the Letter of Determination issued to GEO Group to operate at 

111 Taylor St. The historical significance of 111 Taylor St, the location of Compton’s Cafeteria and the heart of the 

Transgender Cultural District, make this location ill-suited to be used by a multibillion-dollar for-profit private 

prison corporation with a documented history of zoning violations and deep contractual ties to Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

 

The use of this site for a private carceral corporation is wholly inappropriate because of the historical and cultural 

significance of the site itself. In 1966, trans women stood up to police violence and systemic criminalization at 

Compton’s Cafeteria, this precise location in San Francisco’s Tenderloin. This was one of the first known acts of 

collective queer resistance in the country. This is not just any parcel of land. It sits at the heart of a community that 

has been a sanctuary and stronghold for transgender people for generations, before the historic Stonewall riots, and 

long before the city formally recognized the Transgender District. 

 

Our intent is to honor the legacy and future of the Transgender District by preserving it as a resource for the LGBT 

community. The Letter of Determination makes clear that this location is not currently zoned for this use. Planning 

Code SEC 180 (c) allows for the continuation of nonconforming uses, but grants broad discretion by stating that 

such uses “may” be allowed, not “must” be allowed. We urge you to grant the appeal and support the efforts of the 

LGBT community to protect the integrity of this community and help preserve one of the most historically 

important LGBT historic sites in the United States.  

 

We urge you to side with the community, protect the integrity of this neighborhood, and take meaningful action 

against the further expansion of private prison interests in our city. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Scott Wiener      Matt Haney 

           Senator, 11th District               Assemblymember, 17th District 

 

 

CC: Members of the Board of Appeals, City and County of San Francisco 



























































































































































































































































































































































 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Nyah Scott
To: BoardofAppeals (PAB)
Subject: GEO Group Out of SF - Stand with the people.
Date: Friday, July 11, 2025 8:36:06 AM

 

Dear Board of Supervisors,

A private prison entity in SF will only damp out the light of our community that is already moving in fear of police
and detention authorities. When people are in fear and feel less protected in our “sanctuary city,” they are less
likely to speak up in other parts of their life (work, school, third spaces, etc.) where they seek to improve their
conditions. Fear and vulnerability pull down quality of life in a tangible way.

My name is Nyah, and I'm writing as a San Francisco resident and community member deeply concerned about
the current use of 111 Taylor Street, the historic site of the 1966 Compton's Cafeteria Riot.
This site is a landmark of queer and trans resistance. In 1966, trans women-particularly trans women of color-rose
up against police violence and systemic criminalization at Compton's Cafeteria in the Tenderloin.

Their resistance helped lay the foundation for modern queer liberation movements. Yet today, the building is
operated by the GEO Group, a private prison corporation with a well-documented record of labor violations,
immigrant detention, and human rights abuse. This is a shameful betrayal of Compton's legacy.
I urge you and the Board of Supervisors to:

﻿﻿End the City's contract with GEO Group and ensure it is not renewed after June 30, 2025.
﻿﻿Support historic landmark designation to preserve the site from harmful redevelopment or displacement.
﻿﻿Back community demands to return 111 Taylor to the people, transforming it into a trans-centered space
rooted in housing justice, mutual aid, and cultural memory.

I call on San Francisco to honor this sacred site and align the future of 111 Taylor with the spirit of liberation that
was born there-not incarceration.

Thank you for your leadership and action on this critical issue.

Best,

Nyah Scott

mailto:nyahrae2000@gmail.com
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org
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