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Item 1: Call to Order, Roll Call, Agenda Changes,
Land Acknowledgement

• Call to order
• Roll call / Confirmation of quorum
• Agenda changes
• Ramaytush Ohlone Land Acknowledgement
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Land Acknowledgement

The San Francisco Arts Commission acknowledges that we are 
on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone 
who are the original inhabitants of the San Francisco Peninsula. 
As the indigenous stewards of this land and in accordance with 
their traditions, the Ramaytush Ohlone have never ceded, 
lost nor forgotten their responsibilities as the caretakers of this 
place, as well as for all peoples who reside in their traditional 
territory. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living 
and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our 
respects by acknowledging the ancestors, elders and relatives of 
the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign 
rights as First Peoples. As a department dedicated to promoting 
a diverse and equitable Arts and Culture environment in San 
Francisco, we are committed to supporting the traditional and 
contemporary evolution of the American Indian community.

Antone Family (Tohono O'odham), 2019, Photo by Hulleah Tsinhnahjinnie
Left to right: Christine [seated], Melanie, Michelle and Arianna



Item 4: Committee Reports and Committee Matters

Discussion
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Item 4.1

Visual Arts Committee Report 

Discussion

Presenter: Chair Ferras
Presentation Time: Approximately 5 minutes

Report from the Visual Arts Committee regarding activities of the Committee 
and the Program.



Harvey Milk Plaza Improvements Project 
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Item 4.2

Community Investment Committee Report

Discussion

Presenter: Chair Walker
Presentation Time: Approximately 10 minutes

Report from the Community Investment Committee regarding activities of 
the Committee and the Program.



FY26 Grant Program By the Numbers
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326 Eligible 
Applications

128 Organizations
198 Artists

All Districts Represented

7 Technical Assistance 
Webinars Conducted

7 In-Person Outreach Info 
Sessions Held

10 Distinct Review Panels
20 Panel Days
49 Panelists

110 Grantees 
Recommended
49 Organizations

 

25% First Time Recipients

38% Applicant Success

61 Artists
 

42% First Time Recipients

31% Applicant Success

All Districts Represented

34% Overall Applicant 
Success Rate

Total Amounts 
Awarded

$7,320,268 
Total $ Allocated

$4,225,000
Organizations

$3,095,268
Artists

All Cultural and Supervisor 
Districts Represented

Item 5.3

Community Investment Committee Report



Mapping Applicants and Grantees for Organizations and Artists
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Total Applicants=412 Total Grantees=110

Item 5.3

Community Investment Committee Report
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Funding 
Channels:

Applications 
Submitted: 
Request 
Amount ($)

Applications 
Submitted: 
Total Number

Applications 
Reviewed: 
Request 
Amount ($)

Applications 
Reviewed: 
Total Number

Applications 
Funded: 
Award 
Amount ($)

Applications 
Funded: Total 
Number

TOTAL 
(Orgs and 
Individuals)

$27,780,438 412 $21,168,119 327 $7,320,268 110

Item 5.3

Community Investment Committee Report
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Item 5.3

Community Investment Committee Report



Item 5 

Community-based Cultural Centers provide accessible arts opportunities for all San 
Franciscans, compromised of four City-owned facilities and three virtual* Cultural 
Centers that are operated by nonprofit arts organizations and provide cultural and 
arts programming. The center facilities are available for rent and offer free or low-cost 
performances, gallery exhibitions, and classes. 
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(* indicates virtual center) * * *



Item 3
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Total Applicants=412

Applicants Over the last Five Years

318
361

473
529

412

FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26

# All Grant Applications by Fiscal Year
(Total = 2093)



Item 5: Cultural Center Presentation – 
Ruth Williams (Bayview) Opera House

Discussion

Presenter: Theo Ellington, Executive Director, Ruth Willaims (Bayview) Opera House

Presentation Time: Approximately 10 minutes
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www.rwoh.org @bvoperahouse





A Legacy of Strength and Community

When you walk through the doors of the Ruth Williams Opera
House (RWOH), you’re stepping into a living piece of history.
Built by Freemasons in 1888, it’s San Francisco’s most historic
theater—a resilient space that has stood strong through the
1906 earthquake, the Great Depression, the civil rights
struggles of the ‘60s, and, most recently, the COVID-19
pandemic. Today, it’s not just surviving—it’s thriving.

Honoring the Past, Building the Future

Recognized on the National Register of Historic Places
alongside San Francisco landmarks like Coit Tower, the
RWOH is more than a historic gem—it’s a cultural heartbeat
for the Bayview. Operated by the nonprofit Bayview Opera
House, Inc., it’s where history meets innovation, offering arts
education programs and creative opportunities that inspire
all generations.

SF Historic Landmark No. 8

National Register of Historic Places (2011)



WHAT WE DO

Bay Area artists gain hands-on
training in production and

performance through Tools of the
Trade. We’ve launched a live event

and production company
featuring program graduates.

The Black Arts Grant supports
Black and BIPOC artists with

grants, space, and resources to
create community events. Artists

in Residence develop original
projects like concerts and film

screenings, bringing their visions
to life.

We excel in Live Event
Production, from concerts to

art exhibits, our diverse events
showcase local talent and

renowned artists. The theater’s
intimate setting creates a

unique connection between
performers and audiences.



A F R O - L A T I N X  F E S T I V A L ,  2 0 2 4

A Stage for Everyone
The RWOH is where stories are shared, and communities come together. With over 60+ events a year, $400,000 in grants awarded to

artists, and 1,500 hours of hands-on training in event production, we’re not just hosting performances—we’re building a brighter,
more creative future. Whether it’s music, theater, film, or family events, there’s always something magical happening on our stage.



3rd & Palou Coretta’s King: An Artist’s
Perspective

SF Sounds x MeloDious



SF Sounds, 2026



Black on Both Sides is a multidisciplinary collaboration between changemakers & cultural
architects leveraging Black Art to build community power, shift narratives, and reimagine urban
spaces in San Francisco and Oakland. This effort is being powered by Ruth Williams Opera House
and Black Citizen.

A Changemaker is a leader actively
working to challenge existing systems to

make impact and transform their
community through advocacy,

entrepreneurship, community organizing,
and/or philanthropy.

A Cultural Architect is an artist or creative
that influences and shapes a way of life in a
defined geographic space with the intention

of preservation, development, or
transformation of identities, beliefs, or

societal norms.





Rhodessa Jones, Life on the Swerve, 2024



C a l i f o r n i a  G u b e n a t o r i a l  D e b a t e ,  2 0 2 6



Candlelight Concert Series,



F l a m e n k i n g  V o l .  7 ,  2 0 2 6



D J  G r o o v e  L o u n g e ,  C a r m e n a  W o o d w a r d ,  2 0 2 4
3



Q u i q u e  N e i r a ,  2 0 2 5



Bayview Opera House Interior



R W O H  o u t d o o r  s p a c e





Ruth Williams Bayview Opera House Exterior 





David Saenz

Meet The Team

Theo
Ellington

Cydney Nunn

Ayanna King

David Saenz

Genevieve
Leighton- Armah



@bvoperahouse

THANK YOU

www.rwoh.org
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