San Francisco Immigrant Rights Commission Statement on Proposed H-1B Visa Fee Increase and other changes

The San Francisco Immigrant Rights Commission expresses its concern regarding a $100,000 fee on certain new H-1B visa petitions filed for workers outside the United States. While this fee would not apply to current H-1B workers in the U.S. or petitions filed domestically, it represents a significant shift in employment-based immigration policy and is expected to influence future recruitment and hiring practices.

San Francisco is home to a broad range of industries, from technology and research to healthcare, education, and small business, that rely on access to global talent. Even though this proposed fee affects only new applicants abroad, it may discourage employers from recruiting highly skilled workers internationally and may deter prospective workers from pursuing opportunities in the Bay Area. The Commission is also concerned about the expanded social-media vetting requirements for H-1B dependent spouses and children, a practice that will heighten privacy risks and create additional barriers for immigrant families. Over time, these actions could affect sectors of San Francisco’s economy that depend on specialized expertise. 

San Francisco has long been strengthened by the contributions of highly skilled immigrant workers. The Immigrant Rights Commission reaffirms its commitment to supporting all immigrant communities and ensuring that San Francisco remains a place of opportunity, safety, and belonging for residents from around the world.

