Minutes from the July 22, 2026 meeting of the IRC Executive Committee
Date and Time
July 22, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.
Location 
· 1145 Market Street, Suite #100, San Francisco, CA 94103
· View the meeting online
· Call in to listen:
· 415-655-0001
· Access code: 2662 457 2313 / Webinar password: 2026
Overview
Members of the Immigrant Rights Commission will attend this meeting in person. Members of the public are invited to observe the meeting in-person or remotely using Webex or by calling the phone number and entering the access code above. Everyone attending the meeting in person is encouraged to wear a mask throughout the meeting. Each member of the public attending in person may address the Commission for up to two minutes. Public speakers using consecutive interpretation assistance will be allowed to speak for twice the amount of time. For each agenda item, there is one comment per person. Members of the public may also submit public comment by email to: civic.engagement@sfgov.org.
Agenda items
Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Souza called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Chair Souza, Commissioner Paz.
Not present: Vice Chair Chaudhary (excused).
Also present: Commissioners Abdou (5:42 p.m., Ng (5:36 p.m.)
OCEIA staff present: Director Rivas, Clerk Shore.
Ramaytush Ohlone Land Acknowledgment
We, the San Francisco Immigrant Rights Commission, acknowledge that we are on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are the original inhabitants of the San Francisco Peninsula. As the indigenous stewards of this land and in accordance with their traditions, the Ramaytush Ohlone have never ceded, lost nor forgotten their responsibilities as the caretakers of this place, as well as for all peoples who reside in their traditional territory. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging the ancestors, elders and relatives of the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples.

Chair Souza read the land acknowledgement statement.
General Public Comment 
This item allows members of the public to address the Commission on matters that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission and that do not appear on today’s agenda.

There was no public comment.
Action Item: Approval of previous minutes
(Discussion/Action)
Discussion and possible action to approve the minutes of the Immigrant Rights Commission’s June 24, 2026 Executive Committee meeting.
IRC Executive Committee meeting minutes – June 24, 2026

Commissioner Paz motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Chair Souza. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item. The minutes were approved.
Discussion/Action Item: Planning for Workforce Policy Presentation at Full Commission Meeting (Commissioner How)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioner How to discuss plans for a policy presentation at the Full Commission meeting on the local impact of DACA delays and loss of TPS on San Francisco’s workforce, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action.

There were no updates on this item. Director Rivas noted that Commissioners How, Padilla and Ng were assigned to plan the policy presentation. Commissioner Paz suggested a possible speaker. Director Rivas will connect with the lead Commissioners. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
Discussion/Action Item: Proposal to Invite Public Defender’s Office to Present at Full Commission Meeting (Commissioner Abdou)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioner Abdou to propose inviting the Public Defender’s Office or another speaker to present to the Full Commission on the small percentage of San Francisco immigrants who have access to legal counsel, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action.

There were no updates on this item. Chair Souza and Commissioner Paz suggested combining this with the previous item, and addressing legal support questions during the workforce meeting. Director Rivas noted that we are planning for  one presenter. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
Discussion/Action Item: IRC Hearing on Public Health (Commissioners Padilla and Paz)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioners Padilla and Paz to discuss plans for the hearing on access to health care, including the timeline and suggested speakers, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action.

Commissioner Paz met with OCEIA staff to identify speakers, and said City Hall would be the best location. Commissioner Ng suggested including an update on public charge at the hearing. Director Rivas will follow up with Commissioner Padilla. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
Discussion/Action Item: Proposed Statement or Letter in Support of Sanctuary Policy at San Francisco Colleges (Commissioner Fara)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioner Fara to propose a letter or statement in support of a sanctuary policy at San Francisco colleges and universities, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action. 

Director Rivas noted that he and Commissioner Fara will meet with San Francisco State University. Chair Souza removed the item from the Executive Committee agenda. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item. 
Discussion/Action Item: Proposed Resolution on Multilingual Support for Immigrants in Light of Federal Policy Changes (Commissioner Ratanapakdee)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioner Ratanapakdee to propose a resolution on multilingual support for immigrant communities in light of federal policy changes, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action.
Draft proposed resolution on multilingual support for immigrant communities

Director Rivas noted that he met with Commissioner Ratanapakdee to understand the intent of the resolution. The Executive Committee suggested incorporating Commissioner Ratanapakdee’s suggestions about multilingual support into the IRC’s August meeting on language access. Chair Souza removed the item from the agenda. Director Rivas encouraged Commissioners to contact OCEIA with any policy questions. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item. 
Discussion/Action Item: Proposal to Present Monthly Commendations to Community Members (Commissioner Abdou)
(Discussion/Action)
This item allows Commissioner Abdou to propose presenting monthly commendations to community members, and allows the Executive Committee to discuss and take possible action.

Commissioner Abdou proposed that the IRC regularly recognize community members, and Chair Souza invited Commissioners to provide feedback. Commissioner Paz expressed concerns about OCEIA staff’s capacity, and the need to establish guidelines, criteria, and a nomination and voting process. Chair Souza highlighted the importance of thinking strategically about the IRC’s priorities, including the Immigrant Leadership Awards. She noted that the IRC decided to honor Richard Whipple and the Community Ambassadors Program because they were not included in the awards. Rather than establishing a new process, Chair Souza suggested that Commissioner Abdou bring ideas to the Executive Committee. The IRC can also discuss how to improve its outreach. Director Rivas noted that the IRC has not yet undertaken the planning or preparation of a recognition for the Community Ambassadors Program and clarified that this type of planning is the responsibility of Commissioners. Chair Souza removed the item from the agenda and will update the Full Commission. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
Staff Reports: Director’s Updates
(Information)
Report on OCEIA and IRC activities and announcements. This item allows the OCEIA Director to provide brief updates on activities and announcements.

Director Rivas announced that Vice Chair Chaudhary has stepped down as vice chair but will continue as a Commissioner. During the next Full Commission meeting in August, the IRC will hold an election for vice chair, thank Commissioner Aljiran for her service, and welcome newly appointed Commissioner David Reyes. The meeting will also include an update on language access and a preview of Welcoming Week. Director Rivas will send Commissioners a nomination form ahead of the election. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
Old and New Business
(Information)
This item is to allow Commissioners to provide updates on items the Commission has previously discussed, and to introduce new agenda items for future consideration by the Commission.

There was no new or old business. Chair Souza called for public comment and there was no comment on this item.
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Chair Souza adjourned the meeting at 6:21 p.m.	
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