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Health Update:  
Penicillin G Benzathine (Bicillin L-A) Shortage 

Continues 
 

March 12, 2026 
 

Situational Update: 

On January 21, 2026, the manufacturer of penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-A), announced that 

the national shortage continues, thus extending the expected Bicillin L-A shortage into the 4th 

Quarter of 2026, with periodic release of limited quantities to distributors until then. 

The next anticipated release of Bicillin L-A 1.2 MU and 2.4 MU prefilled syringes is July 2026, 

and December 2026 for pediatric 600,000 units prefilled syringes.  

Bicillin L-A is the only acceptable treatment for syphilis during pregnancy and should be 

prioritized for pregnant people infected with or exposed to syphilis and for newborns and 

infants exposed to syphilis in utero. Using Pfizer’s Medical Request Process, providers and 

pharmacy directors who no longer have access to Bicillin L-A through their health system or 

distributor can submit a medical request form for patients with confirmed congenital syphilis or 

those at risk of congenital syphilis.  

Among non-pregnant adults, doxycycline 100 mg PO BID x 14 days is an acceptable 

alternative for patients with primary, secondary, or early latent syphilis, and for patients who 

have been exposed to someone with infectious syphilis. Doxycycline 100 mg PO BID x 28 

days is an acceptable alternative for people with late latent syphilis.  

 

Extencilline and Lentocilin were approved by the FDA for temporary importation due to prior 

shortages and both are safe for use in pregnant patients. Effective Monday, March 9, 

Lentocilin can be ordered through a CostPlus marketplace account. CDC has developed a 

Lentocilin preparation and administration guide for clinicians. As of January 5, 2026, 

Extencilline is no longer available for distribution.  

 

Limited data support ceftriaxone as an effective therapy option for the treatment of primary and 

secondary syphilis, and neurosyphilis, in non-pregnant adults. Refer to the California 

Department of Public Health and CDC Bicillin L-A health updates for additional information, 

including data for other alternative treatment options for syphilis. Other intramuscular 

formulations of penicillin (e.g. Bicillin C-R) are not acceptable alternatives for the treatment of 

syphilis. 

 

(Health update continues on next page) 

https://www.fda.gov/media/190713/download
https://www.pfizerhospitalus.com/bicillinla-medical-request-form
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/dsp_ActiveIngredientDetails.cfm?AI=Penicillin*20G*20Benzathine*20Injection&st=c__;JSUl!!LhI-ubG4xQ!gTBhKUsmxgOdRPwL-kiAwIZAIvykbFeh7cBsFTcK0w4ZTU6mztu6mq_Gt-2OfTF7iBsoVGvbfhbkFG_5MkA$
https://www.fda.gov/media/191431/download?attachment
https://business.costplusdrugs.com/
https://courses.nnptc.org/resource.php?id=2718
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Dear-Colleague-Letter_Special-Considerations-for-Treatment-of-Syphilis-Alt-Therapies_9-12-23.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Update-on-Bicillin-L-A-(penicillin-G-benzathine-injectable-suspension)-Shortage-Inventory-Review-and-Clinical-Guidance.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Update-on-Bicillin-L-A-(penicillin-G-benzathine-injectable-suspension)-Shortage-Inventory-Review-and-Clinical-Guidance.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-letters/bicillin-update.html
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Actions Requested of SF Clinicians  

1. Prioritize penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-A) for pregnant people and infants with 

syphilis infection or exposure, and patients with an allergy to doxycycline.  

2. Use doxycycline to treat non-pregnant adults with primary, secondary, early latent or 
late latent syphilis, or who are contacts to someone with syphilis, and who are able to 
adhere to a multi-day regimen.      

3. Use alternative drugs to treat group A strep pharyngitis and for primary rheumatic fever 
prophylaxis, e.g. penicillin V, amoxicillin, and azithromycin to conserve Bicillin L-A. 

4. Contact SF City Clinic at (628) 217-6677 if you are having trouble obtaining Bicillin L-A and 
update SFDPH on your Bicillin L-A inventory here. 

 
Additional Resources:  

• Pfizer Availability Update for Bicillin-LA - 1/21/26 

• Temporary importation of Lentocilin - 2/18/26 

• CDPH Update on Bicillin L-A Shortage - 2/23/26 

• CDC Update on Bicillin L-A Shortage – 3/10/26 

• FDA Drug Shortages 

• CostPlus Marketplace (to order Lentocilin) 

• Lentocilin information for clinicians  

• SFDPH Bicillin Shortage Assessment Form 

• CDC STI Treatment Guidelines for Syphilis  

• CDPH: Alternative therapies for the treatment of syphilis in non-pregnant adults 

 

Program Contact Information 
San Francisco City Clinic 
Tel: (628) 217-6674 
Email: stephanie.cohen@sfdph.org 

 

To view or sign up for SFDPH Health Alerts, Advisories, and Updates visit:  

https://www.sf.gov/resource--2024--health-alerts 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=z8LVIj7OPUSaf9_MAjH3PyIQcgGS7IBGlGRFS6MlWdpUMjExUFpSRlFTTjgzWDlOTlpZQ1NPVzNDNS4u
https://www.fda.gov/media/190713/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/191431/download?attachment
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Update-on-Bicillin-L-A-(penicillin-G-benzathine-injectable-suspension)-Shortage-Inventory-Review-and-Clinical-Guidance.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-letters/bicillin-update.html
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/dsp_ActiveIngredientDetails.cfm?AI=Penicillin%20G%20Benzathine%20Injection&st=c
https://business.costplusdrugs.com/
https://courses.nnptc.org/resource_detail.html?id=2718
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=z8LVIj7OPUSaf9_MAjH3PyIQcgGS7IBGlGRFS6MlWdpUMjExUFpSRlFTTjgzWDlOTlpZQ1NPVzNDNS4u
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/syphilis.htm
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Dear-Colleague-Letter_Special-Considerations-for-Treatment-of-Syphilis-Alt-Therapies_9-12-23.pdf
https://www.sf.gov/resource--2024--health-alerts

