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Public Art Project Goals

The goals of the Gene Friend Recreation Center Improvement Project Public Art 
Project are to illuminate the rich history and full diversity of San Francisco’s SoMa 
neighborhood including recognition of SOMA Pilipinas, the Filipino Cultural 
Heritage District, and to lift up the Center as a destination and proud neighborhood 
asset. 
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Artwork mockup and installation 2025-2026
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Community Engagement

• Community representative served on the Artist Selection Panel in 
2023

• Artist finalists attended a comprehensive project orientation with 
project team and representatives from the community

• Proposals were posted publicly online and in person at the Center’s 
groundbreaking event. Members of the public were invited to submit 
feedback that was relayed to the selection panel for consideration

• Artist Cece Carpio organized community-centered image archive 
research and interviews to inform the design of the gym artwork

• An important selection criteria for both the gym and 2D artwork 
opportunities was the artists’ “meaningful connection to the 
neighborhood”
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Park Corridor: Leo Bersamina, Favianna Rodriguez, Mel Vera Cruz, Cherisse Alcantara, Kimberley Arteche, Rina Ayuyang 
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Harriet Corridor: Johanna Poethig, Cristine Blanco, Charlene Tan
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Reception Office: Jerome Reyes, ChiChai Mateo, Kija Lucas
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