San Francisco Police Department DGO 6.05

GENERAL ORDER Rev. MM/DD/YY06/14/23
Eff. MM/DD/Y Y09/21/23

Death Cases
6.05.01 PURPOSE

The purpose of this order is to establish guidelines regarding desertbes-the-proceduresfor the
preliminary investigation of death cases and-delineatesresponsibilities-of therespending

officers;supervisorsrand-the Office-of the- Chief Medical Examiner (OEME). This order does
not cover DGO 8.12, In-Custody Deaths GO-812) or DGO 8.11, Investigations of Officer-

Involved Shootings and Firearm Discharges resulting in death PGO-81H).

6.05.02 DEFINITIONS

A. Dying Declaration is - A statement made by a dying person regarding the cause and
circumstances of their impending death.

B. “End of Life Option” Act (Act) — California’s “End of Life Option” Act authorizes an
adult who meets certain qualifications and has been determined by their attending
physician to be suffering from a terminal disease, to request a drug prescription to be
self-administered for the purpose of ending their own life. Nothing in the Act authorizes a
physician or any other person to end an individual’s life by lethal injection, mercy killing,
or active euthanasia. Patients who activate the “End of Life Option” Act intend to pass
away peacefully without the involvement of emergency services; however, there are rare
times when police and fire are summoned.

F. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) - is “The sudden death of an infant under one
year of age which remains unexplained after a thorough case investigation, including
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performance of a complete autopsy, examination of the death scene, and review of the
clinical history.” (California Department of Public Health — Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS) Program)

6.05.03 POLICY

A. A member’s” primary responsibility in a death cases is to determine whether any crime

occurred which contributed to the death. Fo-preservepotential-evidenecethe-initial
respense-to-any-death-ease-shotld Members shall treat the location as a crime scene until

determined otherwise. Members should notify field Supervisors of any death cases to

Wthh they ve been dlspatched mak%re&seﬂabl%eﬁfefts—te—pfeteet—th%deeedeﬂt—s—pfm&ey

B. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) After-members-condueta-preliminary

investigation;-the OCME is the lead investigating agency for SIDS, suicides, overdose
deaths, and natural death cases.

C. The San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) Homicide Detail Uit is the lead
investigating unit for suspicious deaths and homicides.

D. Homicides and suspicious deaths which occur in San Francisco under the jurisdiction of
another law enforcement entitiesy (e.g., SF Sheriff’s Department, UCSF Police
Department, BART Police Department, etc.) may be investigated by that jurisdictions or
by the SanFraneiscoPolice Pepartment’s{SFPD) Homicide Detail, Bsit if requested by
the other law enforcement agency jurisdietton; and approved by atthe-diseretion-of the
Deputy Chief of the Investigations Bureau.

6.05.04 PROCEDURES

A. General Procedures for Buring Death Investigations

1. Documenting Incidents — Members shall document all death cases to which they are
dispatched.

Determining Death -

needed-as Members are remmded that paramedlcs must declare the time of death ,even in
cases of obvious death (advanced decomposztzon decapztatzon evisceration of heart
etc.). ¥ The param ,

death-and-confirm paramedlcs will notlfy halvle—eeﬂtaeted the OCME after death is
declared. If on te-respend-te-the scene, members shall note the time of death in CAD.

Personnel from the OCME w111 determme perseﬂﬂel—elaﬁﬁfmg whether the death appears
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natural or suspicious. If SFPD and OCME personnel disagree about eeneerning the

nature of the death, members should an-SEPD-supervisorshallimmediately contact the
Lieutenant of the Homicide Detail through-the Department-Operations-Center-to-diseuss
the-trvestigation.

3. 802 Standby Requests — The OCME does not respond to every death in the field.

a. Ifthe OCME chooses to investigate the death or if the body cannot be secured until
the OCME’s arrival, paramedics will request SFPD to respond for an “802 Standby.”
i.  SFFD personnel will remain on scene until the arrival of either SFPD or the
OCME; thus, it is vital for members to respond quickly to the scene.
b. If the OCME determines that a death investigation is not warranted, SFFD will not
request an “802 Standby.”

4. Searching or Moving a Body - Members shall should not search nor move a body, except
in the following situations:
a. Ifthe member believes their life or the lives of others are in danger if the body is
not searched or moved immediately.
b. If failure to move the body would likely result in its loss (e.g., by fire, ocean

currents, etc.). Hpessible-this-deeistionshould be-made by-asupervisor-
c. Withthepermissionof Authorization from the OCME.

Whenever a body is moved or searched prior to the arrival of the OCME, members shall
notify the OCME, document the reason in the incident report, and if applicable,
document the name of the individual who authorized the search or movement—+f

applicable.

5. “Witnessing” of Body Searches — If present, members should witness searches conducted
by OCME personnel and accept ebtair an OCME property receipt for any property taken
from the body or scene, unless th%pfemarses% Homlclde Investlgators are present and
direct otherwise e

6. OCME Property Receipt — If an OCME Property Receipt is provided:

a. Provide to the Homicide Investigator (if requested), OR
b. Generate a Membersshall-seanand digitally copy by using Body Worn Camera
(BWC) or mobile device, AND
c. attachthe-OCMEpropertyreceiptto-the-ineidentrepoertand Book the original into
evidence.
embe a Note the

method by Wthh a d1g1tal copy was created in the 1n01dent report
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If an Ne OCME Property Receipt is not swill-be issued at a documented to-members-whe
leave-the scene, based-on-the below-conditions—Members-shal note in the incident report

that none OEME-preperty-reeeipt was issued recetved-due-to-leaving theseene.

7. Leaving the Scene - Members may leave the scene of a death case prior to OCME
personnel’s arrival only when all of the following conditions are present:
a. The death appears to be the result of natural causes;
b. The OCME personnel will be delayed more than 30 minutes;
c. There is no reason to remain at the scene (e.g., a relative is willing to take
responsibility for the deceased); and
d. Authorization is reeetved granted by a field freman-en-seere supervisor.

8. Unidentified Dead Bodies - H-the-deceased s-identitycannotbe-established-afterthe
OCME-arrives-The OCME will issue a “John Doe” or “Jane Doe” number for the

incident report if the deceased’s identity cannot be established on scene.

9. Death Notification - Members are not responsible for, nor should members make, death
notifications to relatives or family members; this is the responsibility of the OCME.

10. CAL/OSHA Notifications - Members may be required to notify Cal/OSHA regarding the
death of an employee occurring in a place of employment or in connection with any
employment. Members shall-adhere-to-the should review current Department Notices
regarding Cal/OSHA notifications.

B. Homicides and Suspicious Deaths

+ Investigative Proeedures/Notifications - At the scene of a homicide or suspicious death,
members shall immediately-take-the folowingsteps:

a—Proteet secure the crlme scene and make notzf’ catzons to: t&ke—al—l—reaseﬂab}e—steps—te

c. Paramedics (if not already on scene)
d. Neﬂ-fyha Fleld Superv1sor

FMak%th%fel—le*Wkg—ne&ﬁeaﬁeﬁs—thfe&nghe Department Operatlons Center (DOC):
+——TFhe-Offtce-of the Chief- Medical Examiner

.*.*.' Crime .Sleeﬁe Hvestigations Uit

2. Evidence and Crime Scenes {see- DGO-6-02-Physical Evidence-and-Crime-Seenes) -

Members are reminded to review and follow current evidence and crime scene
preservation protocols (see DGO 6.02, Physical Evidence and Scene Preservation) shal
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6. Dying Declarations - Members should attempt to obtain as much information as possible
regarding any suspects, the cause and circumstances of the incident from the injured
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Alerts/BuHetins/Teletypes/Emails - Members shall not publish alerts, disseminate
bulletins-or-teletypes, or emails without the approval of a Homicide Investigator.
Family Members — If family members request information, members should put them in
contact with Homicide Investigators or OCME personnel, if on scene.

Remaining at the Scene — At least one members shall remain at the scene until the

...... emoved-byv-OCME perconne nd-the membe e rale ed by the Hom

C. Accidental Overdose Deaths - Most overdose deaths are categorized as accidents, but certain
o] eriminal] ation.

1.

While the OCME is the primary investigative lead for overdose deaths, the SFPD
Narcotics Unit will investigate specific drug overdose deaths with the goal of prosecuting
a narcotics trafficker for distributing a controlled substance that caused a death due to
overdose.

Inrvestigative Procedures/Notiftcation—Atthe seene-ofan Members who respond to a
suspected overdose death;-members shall consider the following when determining if the

Narcotics Unit is notified #nmediately-take-the-foHowingsteps:

a. Decedent has been positively identified
b. Physical signs of overdose are present with no signs of trauma or underlying health
issues

Nete-any Narcotics and/or narcotics paraphernalia are located at-theseene:
Witnesses are at the scene or available for interview

A phone or other electronic device belonging to the victim is located

The victim is in a controlled environment (i.e. indoors, residential, apartment, or
business)

Mass casualty incident (i.e., multiple overdose victims)

High profile victim (e.g., child, teen, notable public figure, or other possible media
interest)

=

=
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The above list is not comprehensive. Members shall use their training and experience
when determining if the Narcotics Unit is notified. Members shall make their notification
to the DOC.

Advise the OCME of the above facts upon their arrival, as the OCME will collect any relevant
evidence at the scene of an overdose. Members are reminded to forward all overdose

investigation shall-decument-any-of the-above-factsintheineident reports to the Narcotics Unit.

%hese—me}dems—hwe—eﬂ—the—saﬁ%lefs— A eemﬁ}ete prehmmary mvestlgatlon into the
circumstances surrounding the sudden death of an infant is essential in order to separate natural
or accidental death from criminal misconduct. Although the OCME is the lead investigating
agency for

1. Preeedafesme&ﬁeaﬁeﬂﬁ&t—&}%seen%e#aﬂ—appafeﬂt SIDS death, members shall

b- Notlfy asHpervisor
c. Centaet Family & Children Services. (EES)-and

d. Document in an znczdent report t—he—l-ﬁel-deﬂt

E. Suicides

1. Members are reminded to review and follow current evidence and crime scene
preservation protocols (DGO 6.02, Physical Evidence and Scene Preservation).
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d. Note - wms&&me&ts—e#de&ﬂw%esa%&a&f%p&s—hgaﬂ%ﬂ%d#e%&ée

nete: The OCME will take custody of any suicide note and/or the instruments of
death (knife, pills, ligature, etc.) that are present at the scene.

“End of Life Optlon” Act Deaths —Gal-kfef&a—s—Eﬂd—e#I:kf%QpHeﬂAeFa&thef&es—aﬁ—aéul{

Ypenarrival; Members may be presented with documents such as a Physician’s Order for
Life-Sustaining Treatment, an Advanced Directive, and/or a final attestation form signed by
the decedent.;altheugh-These documents are not legally required by the Act. Members
should attempt to contact the deceased’s physician to confirm they will sign the death
certificate. In these incidents nstanees, the family often prearranges for a funeral home to
collect the deceased. There is no requirement to contact the OCME, nor is a police report
required, unless other circumstances dictate a report should be written.

Members shall note deetment in the CAD event that the incident is an “End of Life Option”
Act death.
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