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RE: Recommendations for the 2025 San Francisco Climate Action
Plan

Dear XXXXXXXXXXX,

As it is the responsibility of the Commission of Animal Control and
Welfare to advise the Office of the Mayor, the Board of Supervisors,
and the Office of the City Administrator on animal issues, we want to
share our recommendations for the upcoming revision of the San
Francisco Climate Action Plan. These recommendations are built on
the evidence-based connection between animal agriculture and
climate change.

According to the San Francisco Environmental Department, the
proposed 2025 San Francisco Climate Action Plan offers “a pathway
to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.” However, this
revision does not address a critical pillar of emission reduction:
animal agriculture.

Evidence shows that the animal agriculture industry is a significant
contributor to greenhouse gas emissions:

e Animal agriculture is the leading U.S. source of methane
pollution; manure and enteric fermentation (a digestive
process in ruminant animals) responsible for 36% of
emissions. (source)

e Agricultural expansion drives nearly 90% of global
deforestation. (source)

e Rapid phaseout of animal agriculture would freeze increases
in the warming potential of the atmosphere for 30 years.
(source)

e Livestock accounts for an estimated 12-19.6% of global
greenhouse gas emissions. (source)

e According to the UN, about one third of human-caused
greenhouse gas emissions are linked to food, and animal-


https://www.sfenvironment.org/climateplan
https://www.sfenvironment.org/climateplan
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/new-epa-report-animal-agriculture-leads-us-methane-emissions-2024-04-17/
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/cop26-agricultural-expansion-drives-almost-90-percent-of-global-deforestation/en
https://journals.plos.org/climate/article?id=10.1371/journal.pclm.0000010
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/23738600/un-fao-meat-dairy-livestock-emissions-methane-climate-change
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-021-00225-9/
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based foods are generally associated with the highest
greenhouse gas emissions. (source)

Based on this evidence, the Commission is asking that the 2025 San
Francisco Climate Action Plan incorporates information on the
environmental cost of animal agriculture and adds a sector to the
plan that promotes plant-based diets. As an example, the city could
promote plant-forward meals in school lunches, hospital cafeteria
offerings, and city-run events.

Thank you in advance for your consideration, and the Commission
looks forward to the revised Climate Action Plan. If there are any
guestions or if there is anything the Commission can do to assist,
please let me know.

Sincerely,

Michael Angelo Torres
Chair, San Francisco Animal Commission — Commission of Animal
Control and Welfare

San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Rm 362
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

Phone: (415) 554-6074
Email: michaelangelo.torres@sfdph.org
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