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CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
FULL COMMITTEE MEETING


Thursday, March 19, 2026
Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development
1 South Van Ness, 5th Floor, Room 5080
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk85111874]Minutes

Committee Members Present: Darion Johnston, Clinton Loftman, Janet Allen-Williams, Irene Yee Reilly, Lenelle Suliguin, Rena Ilasa

City Staff Present: Julia Sabory (MOHCD), Pierre Stroud (MOHCD), Jossiel Cruseta (OEWD), Jennifer Salerno (OEWD), Louis Bracca (HSH)


1. Call to Order – 5:04pm

2. Director’s Report (Discussion Item) - None

3. Committee Member’s Report (Discussion Item) - None

4. Public Hearing (Discussion Item)
Committee discussed feedback from public hearing on March 17, 2026.
Lenelle Suliguin expressed concern that so many services to vulnerable populations are being cut
Darion Johnston and Clinton Loftman requested more information regarding why these specific strategies and program areas were cut.
Julia explained that due to the city’s structural budget deficit, MOHCD had to cut $8.5M from its grants budget; The Mayor’s Budget Office instructed the department to eliminate the entire Community-Based Services strategy, along with the smaller Digital Equity program.
This direction includes eliminating both local funding and federal funding for Community-Based Services.  Therefore, the previous community based services CDBG allocation  will be moved into Housing Place-Based Services allocation. Therefore, direct services allocation remains the same however, the strategy is shifted. These funds will be RFP’d early in 2026-27.

5. Review and Approve 2026 -27 Final Federal Funding Recommendations (Action Item)
A) Economic Development
Jossiel Cruseta presented on Economic Development funding recommendations.  
This funding is focused on Technical Assistance to Small Businesses in Low- to Moderate-Income Neighborhoods (18B) – Area Benefit and working with designated commercial corridors
Rena Ilasa raised concern that Samoan Community Development Center (SCDC) is not being funded in 2026-27, that the Pacific Islander Cultural District is new and does not have the relationships that SCDC does; Jossiel reiterated that this funding is focused only on commercial corridor work.
Janet Allen-Williams asked why Visitacion Valley was not funded for a commercial corridor – Jossiel noted that the density of businesses is lower in that neighborhood, which was one of the criteria for selecting corridors.

Voting to approve Recommendations: Darion Johnston motioned to approve, Janet Allen-Williams seconded, committee approved unanimously.

B) Workforce Development
Jennifer Salerno presented on Workforce Development.
OEWD is actively procuring all services.  The RFP is currently out, with proposals due March 25.  These contracts will start July 1.  Same overall funding as previous years.  They expect similar allocations for priority neighborhoods.
Darion asked if community-based services grantees could apply through that RFP, if they provide workforce services.  Response - For some groups, even if they fit the RFP parameters, moving to CDBG funding could also be challenging.

Voting to approve Recommendations: Clinton Loftman motioned to approve, Lenelle Suliguin seconded, committee approved unanimously.

C) Homelessness and Supportive Housing
Louis Bracco, Manager of Shelters at HSH, presented on HSH funding recommendations.
HSH is maintaining current allocations from 2025-26.  They are primarily funding Emergency Shelter programs, along with Homelessness Prevention, Data Collection and Administration. ESG is a very small portion of overall shelter funding (roughly $200M).  HSH will next reprocure for FY27-28.

Voting to approve Recommendations: Janet motioned to approve, Lenelle Suliguin seconded, committee approved unanimously

D) Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community Development
Julia Sabory and Pierre Stroud reviewed MOHCD funding recommendations
Darion Johnston asked about some of the specific Community-Based Services programs planned for elimination, including Gum Moon, Samoan Community Development Center, and Sister Web

Voting to approve Recommendations: Darion Johnston motioned to vote no with rationale that the committee is against the elimination of Community-Based Services and will draft a letter formalizing their concern regarding the elimination of that portfolio; Janet Allen-Williams seconded; committee approved unanimously.

6. Public Comment - None

7. Adjournment 

Note: If you need translation services, a sign language interpreter, or any other accommodation, please call (415) 701-5598 at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting. For speech/hearing impaired callers, please call TYY/TDD (415) 701-5503.
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