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Summary
We are asking this commission to approve the Administrative Bulletin 
on Voluntary Retrofit Standards for Concrete Buildings. 
• This AB would provide guidance to design professionals on how to 

meet the voluntary seismic retrofit standards for concrete buildings 
that were published in June.

• This AB is related to Appendix A, Chapter A6 of the San Francisco 
Existing Building Code.
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Concrete Building Ordinance
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• In May, the Board of Supervisors passed an 
ordinance which published voluntary seismic 
retrofit standards for concrete buildings.

• Buildings that retrofit to this newly established 
standard are exempt from any future 
mandatory retrofit program for 20 years. 

• The goal of these standards is to tell concrete 
building owners who are ready to retrofit what 
level of safety the City wants their building to 
meet.



Voluntary Retrofit Standards
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The newly established Appendix Chapter A6 describes two retrofit options 
that building owners can choose from if they wish to receive the exemption:

• Option (a) is a newly established retrofit option that involves 
addressing seven key deficiencies and then retrofitting to a lower 
earthquake level.

• Option (b) is equivalent to the level of retrofit that is already triggered 
when seismic work is required by the code.

The Appendix describes these options at a high level but relies on the 
Administrative Bulletin to provide the details needed by design 
professionals.



Technical Guidance Administrative Bulletin
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The Administrative Bulletin: 
• Defines the seven key deficiencies from Option (a) in 

detail.
• Provides the technical guidance that design 

professionals and building owners need to meet the 
standards of Appendix Chapter A6.

This bulletin has been reviewed by:
• The Code Advisory Committee (recommended 

approval).
• The Structural Subcommittee (recommended 

approval).
• DBI Technical staff.
• DBI Communications staff.This concrete building has recently been 

retrofitted. (Image source: SF Chronicle)



Thank you

Questions?
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