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San Francisco Cultural Heritage

Historic Preservation: Protecting significant 
elements of the built environment to maintain 
a tangible physical connection to the past. 

Equity audit of landmarks: As of 2023, only ~14% (45 out of 321) of San Francisco’s designated landmarks 
represent women, people of color, and LGBTQ+ communities.

Our approach to Historic Preservation has 
expanded to include Cultural Heritage.

Cultural Heritage: Traditions, stories, and ways 
of life that connect communities across 
generations. 



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

Preservation Requires Balancing Community Goals

Protecting the most 
significant historic places

Providing housing for 
current and future residents

Supporting climate resilience 
and adaptation

Allowing neighborhoods 
to evolve overtime

Supporting 
economic vitality

Advancing racial and 
social equity



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Cultural Heritage / Preservation Program 

SF Cultural Heritage is San 
Francisco’s historic 
preservation program. It 
brings together community 
knowledge, cultural history, 
and preservation tools to 
recognize and care for the 
tangible places (e.g., such as 
buildings, sites, and districts) 
and intangible heritage (e.g., 
traditions, creative 
expression, cultural 
practices) that matter to San 
Francisco’s diverse 
communities. 

Community 
knowledge

Stories, Lived 
Experiences, Advocacy

Community stories, lived 
experience, and public 

feedback help determine 
which histories and 

perspectives are included

Communities share 
stories, memories, and 

local knowledge to inform 
SF Survey Findings

Community advocacy and 
public participation help 

guide recognition, 
protection, and the 

application of 
preservation tools.

Community knowledge connects and strengthens every part of SF Cultural Heritage.

SF  PLACES

Historic Context Statements 
help us understand our 

shared history.

SF Survey identifies 
and evaluates historic, 

architectural, and cultural 
resources.

Landmark designation and 
other preservation tools help 

recognize important places.

SF  SURVEYSF  HISTORIES



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

Partnerships and Community Engagement 

George W. Davis Senior  Center: Community Forum

Booker T. Washington Community Center: Community Forum

Japantown Task Force: Japantown NCD Findings Workshop

SF Publ ic Library O pen Houses – Ingleside Branch 2024 Sunset  Chinese Cultural Dist rict – Lunar New Year Festival

Russian Center – Slavic Festival



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Histories

▪ A collection of “living” documents that 
provide a shared understanding of our 
city's history.

– Facilitates the identification and evaluation of cultural 
and historic resources, and provides a foundation for 
the designation of City landmarks.

– Supports the work of community history advocates

▪ Current efforts:

– Nuestra Historia: Pan-Latino Historic Context 
Statement

– Chinese American Historic Context Statement

– Redevelopment Historic Context Statement

– American Indian Historic Context Statement

https://citypln-m-extnl.sfgov.org/SharedLinks.aspx?accesskey=6e02d03c979da663645a63b156e861fca44d7f96ecca9ad8192c0828493bf7fe&VaultGUID=A4A7DACD-B0DC-4322-BD29-F6F07103C6E0


San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Survey: Goals and Outcomes

To Support Community-led Cultural Initiatives

▪ Expanding participation 

▪ Fostering partnerships, programming, and research

▪ Identifying sites eligible for historic preservation protections and 
incentives

To Facilitate Historic Resource Review Process

▪ Providing comprehensive understanding and recognition of San 
Francisco’s history through the built environment

▪ Determining historic resource status of ~120,000 properties

▪ Guide review for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), building 
permit applications, development projects, and area plans

San Francisco Property Information Map's Historic 
Preservation section showing the Planning Department 
Historic Resource Status of Category A - Historic Resource
Present.

https://sfplanninggis.org/pim/


San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Survey: Iterative Workflows

Gather Existing 
Information

Citywide Historic Context 
Statement (HCS)

Develop Community 
Partnerships

Past documentation and 
unadopted surveys

SF Property Information Map 
& Assessor (year built, use)

Conduct Fieldwork

All Category B properties 
(unknown / age-eligible)

Buildings, structures, objects, 
sites, and districts

Take photograph(s)

Assess level of alteration

Collect Community Stories

Prepare Research 
and Evaluation

Baseline for all properties: 
architectural style and 

typology

Historic/cultural resources: 
additional description 

information

Review associations with HCS, 
people, organizations, 

Community Stories/Input, etc.

Evaluate & assign status code

Review and 
Adopt “Living” 

Findings

1. Senior preservation planners 
review

2. Community review & 
notification to owners and 

occupants

3. Historic Preservation 
Commission review & adoption

4. SF Property Information Map 
& SF Cultural Heritage 

integration



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

General Historic Resource Guidance

▪ Historic resources qualify for the California State Historical 
Building Code

▪ Projects involving historic resources should meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

▪ Character-defining features should be retained

▪ Door entrances should remain in their existing locations to 
retain original location, rhythm, and configuration of 
storefronts

▪ Design modifications should be differentiated but compatible 
to the historic system 

▪ Alterations should minimize the loss of historic materials

Cover of The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing 
Historic Buildings by the National Park Service.

Cover of the 2025 California 
Historical Building Code.

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/treatment-guidelines-2017-part1-preservation-rehabilitation.pdf
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/DSA/Resources/California-Historical-Building-Code


San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Places: Forms of Recognition

Planning Department Forms of Recognition

▪ Historic Resources

▪ Inclusion in Historic Context Statements

▪ City Landmarks

Forms of Recognition in Other Departments

▪ Legacy Business Program

▪ Cultural Districts

▪ Street Names

▪ Monuments & Art

Citywide LGBTQ+ Cultural Heritage Strategy logo.

Legacy Business Registry Logo

https://sfplanning.org/project/lgbtq-cultural-heritage-strategy
https://www.sf.gov/legacy-business-program


San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Places: Legacy Business Examples

▪ Soko Hardware - building determined eligible through Japanese 
American Historic Context Statement in association with Soko 
Hardware, oldest store in Japantown, as well as architectural 
importance

▪ Royal Bakery – landmark building associated with legacy 
business Royal Bakery

▪ Beep's Burgers – evaluation in progress for building purpose-
built for legacy business Beep's



San Francisco Cultural Heritage

SF Cultural Heritage Newsletter

Sign up to receive news about the program and upcoming events, 

we invite you to sign up for our newsletter.

Community Stories
Everyone has a role in sharing and sustaining culture. Your 

contributions will help inform SF Survey efforts and enhance 

our collective sense of belonging and understanding of our 

city’s history. Upload photos, newspaper clips, audio, and 

memories to share your story.

Arches for SF Cultural Heritage
San Francisco's "living" cultural resources inventory, an 

online platform where community members can see what 

has been documented and how our work is progressing.

SF Cultural Heritage is San Francisco’s historic 

preservation program. It brings together 

community knowledge, cultural history, and 

preservation tools to recognize and care for the 

places and traditions that matter to San 

Francisco’s diverse communities.

Contact us at:

CPC.Survey@sfgov.org

(628) 652-7573

To learn more about our 
efforts, scan the QR code 
or visit our website: 
sfplanning.org/preservation
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