From: Crystal Van

To: commissionstreamlining
Subject: Public Comment - Keep IRC Independent and Permanent
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025 8:01:50 AM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Hello Commission Streamlining Task Force,

I hope you're all well! Please find a public comment from a Chinese-speaking
community member below regarding the Immigrant Rights Commission (IRC),
followed by its English translation. Let me know if you have any questions, thank you!

Warmest,
Crystal

Chinese Public Comment
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English Translation
Hello everyone! My name is Christina, and I am an Outreach Specialist with Chinese

for Affirmative Action.

In San Francisco, it's essential for the city to have an independent and permanent
Immigrant Rights Commission (IRC). This distinct and continuous aspect of the
Commission ensures that government entities can be fearlessly monitored and held
accountable for upholding immigrant rights, effectively representing and amplifying
the voices of millions who face marginalization, discrimination, or even exploitation.

The IRC can only readily and strategically promote policy reforms and advocate for
the rights of all immigrant workers and families by remaining an independent and
permanent advisory body, combating any anti-immigrant political and administrative
influence.

For example, the implementation of the Language Access Ordinance would not have
been as favorable without the support and collaboration of the Immigrant Rights
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Commission. A city with a richly diverse immigrant population, San Francisco has
turned to the collective strength of the San Francisco Language Access Network,
numerous community organizations, and the Immigrant Rights Commission to help
immigrant communities overcome language barriers. As a result, we have worked to
ensure that our city remains deeply committed to inclusion and respect for all
immigrant residents.

On September 30 of this year, I visited the Chinatown Police Station with my child to
report an incident of bullying and intimidation. Arriving at the station with a heavy
heart, I was quickly supported by an English-speaking officer who recognized my
language needs and arranged for telephonic interpretation services. Thanks to this
assistance, I was able to effectively communicate my concerns and request the help I
needed.

Therefore, I hope you will have the Immigrant Rights Commission maintain its
independence and permanence, as it will help to monitor and streamline services and
language access for our immigrant families. Thank you!

Crystal Van | 322

Chinese for Affirmative Action

Civic Engagement Program Manager
e MRS | T KE5IME SR
she/her/tih | (415) 738-3354

cvan@caasf.or

CAA has multiple open positions._Apply now!


https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://caasf.org/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzpiMzU2ZTkyM2JmZDM0MzVjYzc3NjU5NzJlZTRmZTkwYzo3OjA4MzU6NGQyYWVmODdmZGMwYWIxNTM0MzYxNDZmYmRkNmVmZWFlN2M0YjVjNDc0MTFkYWRhY2RlZjZkNGRlZjdhODU1NDpoOlQ6Tg
mailto:cvan@caasf.org
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://caasf.org/position_type/jobs/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzpiMzU2ZTkyM2JmZDM0MzVjYzc3NjU5NzJlZTRmZTkwYzo3OmNhZTE6YmU3ZDlmZGMwYzE4ZTQ4NmI4OGUwYTAwYzM3NjhlYzdjZTY3ZGJmNDI5YmRmYTlhMGU4ODJkOTg4YzZmOTgzMjpoOlQ6Tg

