From:

To: commissionstreamlining
Cc: Mayor, MYR (MYR); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Chan, Connie (BOS); Ronen, Hillary (BOS); Melgar, Myrna (BOS);

Walton, Shamann (BOS); senator.wiener@senate.ca.gov; pelosi@mail.house.gov; governor@gov.ca.gov;
first.partner@governor.ca.gov; becca.powda@gov.ca.gov; info@Itg.ca.gov; senator.skinner@senate.ca.gov;
assemblymember.aguiar-curry@assembly.ca.gov; assemblymember.wicks@assembly.ca.gov;
antonio@villaraigosa.com; katie.porter@mail.house.gov; info@sfwpc.org; beverly@dvcpartners.org;
lucero@lacasa.org; tania@womensbuilding.org; info@cpedv.org; info@Iwvsf.org; aschultz@sfstandard.com;
letters@sfchronicle.com; newsroom@kged.org; californiaplaybook@politico.com; heather.knight@nytimes.com;
Schuyler Hudak Prionas

Subject: Preserve the San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women

Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 12:13:44 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

I am writing to strongly oppose any effort to downgrade the Commission to an advisory body or strip
it of its budget authority.

Just a week ago, Mayor Lurie stood on stage speaking about the political power of women, yet this
action would gut that very power for women and girls in the city and county we all love. The
Commission has never been symbolic. For nearly half a century, it has been a vital governance body
that turned advocacy into policy, funding into safety, and ideas into measurable change. It built the
city’s gender-based violence response system, advanced pay equity, supported women'’s leadership,
and created a model for other municipalities across the country— actions grounded in values that I
know Mayor Lurie holds dear.

The Commission’s strength lies in its independence, oversight, and budget authority. Those tools
ensure accountability and prevent women’s issues from being sidelined. San Francisco achieved cost
efficiencies through the merger with the Human Rights Commission, efficiency should not mean
erasure. Women'’s equity is not a special interest; it is a matter of justice and governance.

To reduce the Commission to an advisory role is to silence the very infrastructure that has protected
generations of women, survivors, and families. At a time when national protections are being
stripped away, San Francisco should be leading, not dismantling its own foundation.

[ urge you to preserve the Commission’s full governance status and independent budget. Our city’s
credibility, values, and commitment to women’s equality depend on it.

Sincerely,

Breanna Zwart Matthews





