
 

October 8, 2025  
 
Commission Streamlining Task Force (CSTF) 
City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
  
Re: Sunshine Ordinance Task Force (SOTF): An important public resource 
  
Dear Commission Streamlining Task Force members: 
  
The Society of Professional Journalists’ Northern California Chapter (SPJ NorCal), whose 
members serve as the eyes, ears and voice of the public, strongly urges that you recommend 
retaining the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force as a stand-alone body. The SOTF is established 
through Article IV, Section 30, of the Sunshine Ordinance (Administrative Code Chapter 67) — 
the nation’s oldest and arguably strongest local government transparency law — which voters 
passed, 58% to 42%, in November 1999. 
  
Members of the public need and deserve the oversight and enforcement of the Ordinance that 
only the SOTF has shown willingness to exercise. The SOTF educates City personnel about their 
mandates under the Ordinance and hears complaints, without charge, from members of the public 
who believe their sunshine-related rights have been violated. 
  
The Board of Supervisors and the Ethics Commission also are empowered to hear and act on 
such complaints but they have staunchly refused to hold sunshine scofflaws accountable. The 
SOTF provides the only realistic alternative for members of the public to seek redress without 
having to sue the City. 
 
For this reason, there is also a fiscal responsibility argument for retaining the SOTF. While the 
Budget and Legislative Analyst has said it is difficult to estimate how much the SOTF has saved 
the City in court costs, a 2016 case offers insight: A Superior Court judge that year ordered the 
Ethics Commission to provide a requestor with records that commission staff had withheld, and 
to reimburse his legal expenses of $24,000. Multiply that by the 100 to 150 complaints the SOTF 
receives each year, and the savings add up to more than $2.4 million a year. 
  
Attached is a series of testimonials from former task force members who can speak to the public 
benefit of the SOTF. 
  
We would be happy to answer any questions. 
  



Sincerely, 
   
Laura Wenus  
Thomas Peele  
Co-Chairs, SPJ NorCal Freedom of Information Committee 

















"The Sunshine Ordinance Task Force lets ordinary citizens get a public hearing on 
crucial government transparency issues without having to hire a lawyer.  That 
means they can force public agencies to answer for their failure to produce records 
without breaking the bank.

"That's important. It requires agencies to think through their denials of access and 
actually justify those denials under that law.  

"And while the Task Force itself lacks enforcement authority, I found during my two 
years on the body that it is a force for good—a venue for meaningful citizen 
engagement and transparency. The attorney member is really essential to Task 
Force's function in that he or she provides essential insight and guidance on what 
the law says and how it applies to each case."

David Snyder, First Amendment Coalition Executive Director
Former attorney member of the Task Force, nominated by SPJ-NorCal








