
















 
San Francisco Arts Commission  ​
401 Van Ness Avenue  ​
San Francisco, CA 94102 

May 8, 2026 

Dear San Francisco Arts Commission, 

On behalf of Illuminate, I am writing in support of the proposed artworks for Metson Lake in Golden Gate 
Park. 

San Francisco is a city shaped not only by architecture and infrastructure, but by imagination, 
atmosphere, nature, and the shared experiences that help people feel connected to one another and to 
the place they call home. At Illuminate, we often refer to San Francisco as the City of Awe—a place 
where beauty, creativity, landscape, and public life come together in ways capable of inspiring the world. 

The proposed artworks for Metson Lake feel like a meaningful contribution to that spirit. 

These installations demonstrate a thoughtful sensitivity to place and a strong understanding of Golden 
Gate Park as both ecological refuge and civic commons. Rather than competing with the surrounding 
environment, the works appear designed to enter into dialogue with it—responding to light, weather, 
movement, wildlife, and the contemplative character of the lake itself. 

We especially appreciate artwork that encourages people to pause, look upward, notice their 
surroundings more deeply, and reconnect with the emotional and imaginative dimensions of public space. 
In a time when cities everywhere are struggling with isolation and disconnection, works like these help 
cultivate wonder, reflection, curiosity, and shared civic experience. 

Golden Gate Park remains one of San Francisco’s great democratic spaces—free and open to all people. 
The proposed artworks for Metson Lake feel aligned with that legacy and would serve as a beautiful 
addition to the evolving cultural landscape of the City of Awe. 

Illuminate is proud to support the thoughtful consideration and approval of these proposed installations. 

With gratitude, 

 

Ben Davis  ​
Founder & Chief Visionary Officer  ​
Illuminate 

illuminate.org 



Little Earthlings Forest School 
It’s completely magical!! 

San Francisco Arts Commission 
401 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

5/6/2026 

Dear Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission, 

On behalf of Little Earthlings Forest School, we support Marine Layer at Metson Lake and 
Unsafe to Swim at the Lincoln Way entrance. 

Marine Layer feels especially right for Metson Lake. It keeps the quiet, natural feeling of the 
space intact and doesn’t overpower what makes it special. It feels subtle, almost like it’s part of 
the environment, and connects to something deeper in how we experience nature. 

Unsafe to Swim brings a different energy. It catches your attention, then invites a closer look 
and reflection on the ocean and our impact on it. 

Together, these pieces offer both calm and curiosity, which we really value. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Warmly, 

 
Little Earthlings Forest School 



 
​
​

Member, Board of Supervisors​
District 4 

 

​
​
City and County of San Francisco 
 
 

 
 Alan Wong         

王兆倫 
第四區市參事 

 

 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
401 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

May 8, 2026 

Dear Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission, 

On behalf of the Office of Supervisor Alan Wong, San Francisco Board of Supervisors District 4, we are pleased to 
support the proposed installations of Unsafe to Swim at the Lincoln Entrance to Sunset Dunes and Marine Layer at 
Metson Lake. 

Unsafe to Swim offers a strong visual presence at a key coastal gateway, with a layered message around ocean 
health and environmental impact. Marine Layer provides a quieter, more reflective experience, using light and 
atmosphere to complement the natural character of Metson Lake. 

Together, these works demonstrate a thoughtful, site responsive approach to public art and will enhance two 
important public spaces in the district. 

We respectfully support their approval and appreciate your continued commitment to public art in San Francisco. 

 

Sincerely,​

​
Alan Wong, Supervisor, District 4​
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department 

 
May 8, 2026 

 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
401 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
To the Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission, 
 
On behalf of the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department, we are proud to offer our 
continued support for Big Art Loop and its ongoing efforts to bring temporary large-scale public 
art installations to communities throughout San Francisco. 
 
Our collaboration with Big Art Loop has demonstrated the powerful role public art can play in 
transforming shared spaces into vibrant cultural destinations. These installations invite 
residents and visitors alike to engage with parks, waterfronts, and neighborhood gathering 
spaces in new and meaningful ways, fostering creativity, dialogue, and community connection. 
 
We are excited to see the continued growth of this program across sites including Lincoln 
Entrance SW, Metson Lake, Alamo Square, Alta Plaza, Raymond Kimbell Park, and the SF Zoo 
Sloat/Skyline corridor. 
 
Current installations include: 

 Unsafe to Swim — Lincoln Entrance SW 
 Marine Layer — Metson Lake 
 Axis Mundi — Alamo Square 
 Archeology of the Future — Alta Plaza 
 Renaissance Woman — Raymond Kimbell Park 
 To Be Named Custom Recycled Gorilla Sculpture — SF Zoo Sloat/Skyline 

 
Throughout our partnership, Big Art Loop has consistently approached each project with 
professionalism, care, and strong coordination across permitting, engineering, logistics, and 
public engagement. Their work contributes positively to San Francisco’s civic landscape and 
supports broader efforts to make public spaces more dynamic, welcoming, and culturally 
enriching. We respectfully encourage the San Francisco Arts Commission to continue 
supporting and approving these installations as an important contribution to the city’s public 
art ecosystem. 



 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Dana Ketcham 
Dana Ketcham 
Director of Property Management, Permits and Reservations  
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department 







Miki Iwasaki 

Artist, Designer, Public Artist​

 San Diego, California​
 Website: mikiiwasaki.com 

Artist Bio 

Miki Iwasaki is an artist and designer based in San Diego, California. Raised in Southern 
California, he developed an early curiosity for making and building, which led him to study 
architecture at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. He also studied at the Kyushu 
Institute of Design in Fukuoka, Japan, and received his Master of Architecture from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. His architectural experience includes work with firms in New York, 
Los Angeles, and San Diego across residential, office, restaurant, retail, and gallery projects. 

Iwasaki’s work moves fluidly between architecture, sculpture, furniture, public art, and design. His 
practice is rooted in material experimentation, spatial experience, and the relationship between 
people and built environments. Drawing on architectural methods and hands-on fabrication, he 
creates works that invite physical engagement, shifting perception, and interaction with light, 
shadow, pattern, and site. His projects often use materials such as steel, wood, aluminum, 
concrete, ceramic, glass, LED lighting, and digitally fabricated components. 

His public artwork can be found throughout San Diego and beyond, including projects for San 
Diego International Airport, The New Children’s Museum, Mingei International Museum, Arts 
District Liberty Station, Children’s Park, and public sites in Colorado, North Carolina, and 
Louisiana. His 2023 work Petrichor at Children’s Park in downtown San Diego is a 25-foot-tall 
interactive steel and concrete sculpture designed as an abstract cloud form that changes shape 
and perception as viewers move around it. 

Iwasaki’s background in architecture gives his public art practice a strong foundation in site 
planning, construction, engineering coordination, and fabrication. His work for San Diego 
International Airport, including Signalscape and Astralgraph, involved complex site-specific 
design, integration with architecture, nighttime installation constraints, and coordination with 
construction teams, consultants, and airport requirements. 

Education 

Harvard Graduate School of Design, Cambridge, MA​
 Master of Architecture 



Kyushu Institute of Design, Fukuoka, Japan​
 Architecture and Design Studies 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, Pomona, CA​
 Architecture 

Selected Public Art and Commissions 

Loblolly Grove, 2025​
 Grambling State University, Louisiana​
 Aluminum composite panels over aluminum subframe on structural steel, 90 ft x 22 ft x 6 ft 

Petrichor, 2023​
 Children’s Park, San Diego, CA​
 Steel and concrete, 25 ft x 16 ft x 25 ft 

Interweave, 2021​
 Historic Burke County Courthouse Square, Morganton, NC​
 Six sculptural works, powder-coated frames with hand-carved wood elements, each 5 ft x 6 ft x 8 
ft 

Facetime, 2019​
 Mingei International Museum and Arts District Liberty Station, San Diego, CA​
 Three sculptures, laser-perforated Corten steel, each 7 ft x 6 ft x 10 ft 

Land Arch, 2018​
 McKay Lake Park, Broomfield, CO​
 Laser-perforated Corten steel, 14 ft x 26 ft x 12 ft 

Mine Craft, 2017​
 McNichols Building, Denver, CO​
 Printed glass louvers, stainless steel frame, LED lighting, 12 ft x 19 ft x 8 in 

Land Mark, 2017​
 McKay Lake Park, Broomfield, CO​
 Three faceted Corten steel segments, each 9 ft x 60 ft x 2 ft 

Bali Hai Screen, 2010​
 Shelter Island, San Diego, CA​
 Wood slats, steel trusses, LED lights, 15 ft x 60 ft x 4 ft 

Signalscape, 2011​
 San Diego International Airport, San Diego, CA​
 Wood boxes, wood veneer lenses, motion-activated LED lights, 4 ft x 64 ft x 11 in 



Astralgraph, 2014​
 San Diego International Airport, San Diego, CA​
 Metal, wood, and ceramic, 9 ft x 60 ft x 9 in 

Wind Vessel, 2014​
 The New Children’s Museum, San Diego, CA​
 Steel frame, plexiglass, bicycle components, LED fans, 9 ft x 20 ft x 6 ft 

Frozen Space, 2011​
 Water Conservation Garden, El Cajon, CA​
 Steel rod, 12 ft x 6 ft x 6 ft 

Don’t Fence Me In, 2011​
 San Diego Museum of Art, San Diego, CA​
 Wood and steel, 4 ft x 45 ft x 4 in 

Selected Institutional and Public Clients 

Grambling State University​
 Children’s Park, City of San Diego​
 San Diego International Airport​
 Mingei International Museum​
 Arts District Liberty Station​
 The New Children’s Museum​
 San Diego Museum of Art​
 McNichols Building, Denver​
 Historic Burke County Courthouse Square​
 McKay Lake Park, Broomfield, Colorado 

Selected Press and Features 

Mingei International Museum, “Facetiming with Miki Iwasaki,” 2019​
 Woodbury University, “Miki Iwasaki to Create New Public Artwork for Children’s Park”​
 San Diego Reader, feature on San Diego airport art, including Astralgraph and Signalscape, 
2014​
 San Diego Magazine, feature on Miki Iwasaki’s home, public art practice, and fabrication work, 
2022​
 SD Voyager, “Meet Miki Iwasaki,” 2018 

 








