
 

 

 
 

 
 

525 Golden Gate Ave , San Francisco, CA 94102 • Tel. (415) 554-1516  

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Thursday, November 10, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

Treasure Island Building 3, 600 California Avenue. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

525 Golden Gate Ave , San Francisco, CA 94102 • Tel. (415) 554-1516  

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Monday, November 21, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

Treasure Island Building 229, LLA campus and dormitory building – 651 8th Street. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

525 Golden Gate Ave , San Francisco, CA 94102 • Tel. (415) 554-1516  

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Wednesday, November 9, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

All of Treasure Island Building 260. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

525 Golden Gate Ave , San Francisco, CA 94102 • Tel. (415) 554-1516  

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Wednesday, November 16, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

Treasure Island Job Corps Building 368, 575 Avenue D. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

525 Golden Gate Ave , San Francisco, CA 94102 • Tel. (415) 554-1516  

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Tuesday, November 15, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

Treasure Island Job Corps Building 369, 275 California Avenue. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 
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NOTICE OF PLANNED ELECTRICAL SERVICE INTERRUPTION 
 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) High Voltage Crew needs to make 
necessary repairs to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work 
safely, the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your electric service. The crew will do its best to 
minimize the length of the service interruption. 
 

 Date:  Wednesday, November 9, 2022 
                        

Time:  7:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

AFFECTED SERVICE AREAS: 
 

Treasure Island Pier 1, Avenue N at California Avenue. 
 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, 
it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. 
 
Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the High Voltage Crew to 
cancel the work at the last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. 
However, you will receive notification of the rescheduled date and time. 
 
SAFETY WARNING: Do not use generators under any circumstances without the knowledge of 
TIDA and the SFPUC. If you use a generator during the service interruption you must isolate your 
generator from the SFPUC system. Failure to do so will not only damage your generator but can 
cause serious injury to electric crew personnel. The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and 
thanks you for your patience. 
 

• Computers and other electronic equipment are particularly sensitive to power interruption. We 

highly recommend unplugging this equipment before the shutdown period.  

• Security systems, clocks, irrigation timers, and similar equipment will likely require resetting 

after the shutdown is completed. 

• For information about how to safeguard perishable foods in your refrigerator or freezer, visit 

the website www.foodsafety.gov/blog/power_outages.html 

 



 

                                                                                                         
 
 
 
  

                                                                                                              

Treasure Island Development Authority 
 

10/27/22 
 

 

 
 

Notice of Temporary Water Service Interruption 
Caution: Do Not Use The Water During The Shutdown Period 

 

 

What: The Treasure Island Development Authority (TIDA) is working with their 
developer and the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) to perform 
water system improvements.  You may experience low water pressure at this time.  
The crew will do its best to minimize the length of the service impact. We sincerely 
regret this necessary inconvenience to your water service. 

 

When: * 11/03/22 at 9:00 AM to 11/03/22 at 12:00 PM 
* Weather/construction issues may postpone this work 

 

Who: The San Francisco Water Department and the San Francisco Fire 
Department will perform the work. 

 
Areas Affected: Yerba Buena Island  

 
 

Important Information: 
 

• If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill 
is in your name, it is your responsibility to notify the tenant(s) of the planned 
service impact. 
 

• Air or sediment may get trapped in your pipe because of this work. Upon 
restoration of service, we recommend that you slowly turn on the cold water to 
your bathtub faucet and let the water run for several minutes. This should allow 
any trapped air or sediment in the pipe to escape. 
 

• To prevent flooding, ensure that no indoor/outdoor plumbing fixtures such as 
faucets, hoses and appliances are accidentally left on at the time your water 
service is restored. 
 

• Thank you for your patience and understanding as we continue to improve your 
local drinking water system. 

 
C         



 

                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                              

Treasure Island Development Authority 
 

10/27/22 
 

 

 
 

Aviso de Interrupción Temporal de Servicios de Agua 
Cuidado: No Use Agua Durante el Período de Suspensión 

 

 

Qué: El Treasure Island Development Authority (TIDA) está trabajando con su 
contratista y con la Comisión de Servicios Públicos de SF (SFPUC por siglas en 
inglés) para realizar mejoras en el Sistema de Agua. Esto requerirá una 
interrupción corta en su servicio de agua. El equipo hará su mejor esfuerzo para 
minimizar la interrupción del servicio. Lamentamos sinceramente esta 
interrupción pero es necesaria. 

 

Cuándo: * 11/03/22 at 9:00 AM to 11/03/22 at 12:00 PM 
* El clima/problemas de construcción podrían afectar este trabajo 

 

Quién: El Departamento de Agua de San Francisco y El Departamento de 
Bomberos de San Francisco realizará el trabajo. 

 
Áreas Afectadas: Yerba Buena Island  

 
 

Información Importante: 
 

• Si usted es casero con inquilino(s) and las áreas listadas arriba y el recibo del 
SFPUC está a su nombre, es su responsabilidad notificar a los inquilino(s) de la 
interrupción planeada. 
 

• Sedimentos o aire podría quedar atrapado en las tuberías a causa de este 
trabajo. Cuando se reinicie el servicio, recomendamos que encienda el agua 
helada lentamente en su tina y deje el agua correr por varios minutos. Esto 
debería liberar cualquier sedimento o aire atrapado. 
 

• Para prevenir inundaciones, asegúrese que todo accesorio de plomería 
interno/externo, tales como chorros, mangueras o aparatos similares estén 
apagados al momento de restaurar el servicio. 
 

• Gracias por su paciencia y su comprensión mientras seguimos mejorando su 
sistema local de agua potable. 
 

Contacto: 311 o deje un mensaje al (415) 554 3233 































 

a 
Treasure Island Bookmobile Service 

 

Thanksgiving Eve  
Modified Service Hours 

 

Wednesday November 23rd, 2022 

1:15pm to 4:15pm 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 
It cannot be possible that noise emanating all the way to El Cerrito, Cordornices Park and the Berkeley 
Hills was somehow within the permitted decibel range of the permit. Please do something about this. This 
same thing happened a few years ago. It is unacceptable. 
 
C. Simpson 
Berkeley 
 



From: Jim Waterwash
To: Nathanson, Jack (ADM)
Subject: Noise
Date: Sunday, October 16, 2022 8:07:24 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

I’m in Berkeley and it’s 8 o’clock Sunday night and my windows are rattling.  This is really insane.

mailto:jim@waterwash.com
mailto:jack.nathanson@sfgov.org


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: gail
To: Nathanson, Jack (ADM)
Subject: Treasure Island Electronic Music event
Date: Sunday, October 16, 2022 9:08:19 PM

 

Mr. Nathanson,
The T.I. concert held on October 15 & 16  created a huge noise disturbance in the Berkeley,
Kensington, El Cerrito neighborhoods of the East Bay.   The pounding noise from the base
drums was too loud.  There is no excuse for disturbing that many households.   Because sound
travels so quickly across water, T.I. should not be used for these loud events.  There are many
complaints against this noise on Next Door.  Please confirm that your agency will not permit
this event again.

Thank you.

Gail Feldman
Kensington

mailto:gail.zoning@gmail.com
mailto:jack.nathanson@sfgov.org


From: Joad Skjelbred 
To: Beck, Bob (ADM) 
Cc: TIDA, (ADM) 
Subject: Treasure Island insanity 
Date: Monday, October 17, 2022 9:15:00 AM 

 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from 

untrustedsources. 

  

TWIMC:  

I have learned that the incessant booming last night (Sunday!) was not, in fact, 

recalcitrant teenagers, but a formal event under your purview. 

Your lack of consideration for the neighbors of the island (the entire Bay Area?) in the 

name of chasing a buck, is disgusting. 

Fuck you, 
Joad 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Kelly Zito
To: Beck, Bob (ADM); Nathanson, Jack (ADM); Philip.Ginsburg@sfgov.org; DorseyStaff (BOS);

council@cityofberkeley.info
Cc: Kelly Zito
Subject: Unacceptable levels of noise from All Day/All Night festival Oct 15-16 and PRA request
Date: Monday, October 17, 2022 10:43:42 AM

 

I am writing to file an official complaint and public records act request and voice my extreme
displeasure at the unacceptable levels of noise created this weekend (Oct. 14-16) by the All
Day All Night festival on Treasure Island.

People in Berkeley, Alameda, Emeryville, Oakland, El Cerrito, Albany — and beyond —
were subjected to endless, loud, thumping bass from the EDM festival for two days and nights.
This noise was disruptive and all-encompassing, making it difficult to sleep, hold outdoor
gatherings, for normal business operation, etc.

This has nothing to do with disliking music, raves, dancing etc. Many of us in this area have
grown up going to such festivals. But not in an area where it is disrupting tens — if not
hundreds — of thousands of unsuspecting people for two days straight - including young
children, seniors, pets, etc.

This is unacceptable. TIDA and San Francisco should NEVER grant a permit to this festival
again.

As an aside, it is highly unusual, not transparent and not good government for the TIDA
board members’ emails not to be clearly posted and easily found on your website. 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT REQUEST --------------------------------------------
------------------------------

Oct. 17, 2022

Bob Beck, et al.

Treasure Island Development Authority

RE: Public Records Act Request 

Dear Mr. Beck and staff,

I am requesting access to records in possession or control of the Treasure
Island Development Authority and City of San Francisco for the purposes

mailto:zito.kelly@gmail.com
mailto:bob.beck@sfgov.org
mailto:jack.nathanson@sfgov.org
mailto:Philip.Ginsburg@sfgov.org
mailto:DorseyStaff@sfgov.org
mailto:council@cityofberkeley.info
mailto:zito.kelly@gmail.com


of inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act,
California Government Code § 6250 et seq. (“CPRA”), and Article I, § 3(b)
of the California Constitution.The specific records I seek to inspect and
copy are listed below. As used herein, “Record” includes “Public Records”
and “Writings” as those terms are defined at Government Code § 6252(e) &
(g). I request access to inspect/copies of all files, including applications,
supporting documentation, correspondence, including but not limited to
emails, texts, transcripts, voicemails, chats and any other internal and
external communications related to the granting of the permit for the All
Day All Night Festival (Oct 14-16, 2022) and complaints related to the
festival, including but not limited to any and all records related to noise
levels, sound systems, wind/weather analysis, noise ordinance
requirements and financial compensation conveyed to TIDA for the festival.

If you contend that any portion of the records requested is exempt from
disclosure by express provisions of law, Government Code § 6253(a)
requires segregation and redaction of that material in order that the
remainder of the records may be released. If you contend that any express
provision of law exists to exempt from disclosure all or a portion of the
records I have requested, Government Code § 6253(c) requires that you
notify me of the reasons for the determination not later than 10 days from
your receipt of this request. Government Code §§ 6253(d) & 6255(b)
require that any response to this request that includes a determination that
the request is denied, in whole or in part, must be in writing and include
the name and title of the person(s) responsible for the City’s response.  

Government Code § 6253(d) prohibits the use of the 10-day period, or any
provisions of the CPRA or any other law, “to delay access for purposes of
inspecting public records.”

In responding to this request, please keep in mind that Article 1, § 3(b)(2)
of the California Constitution expressly requires you to broadly construe all
provisions that further the public’s right of access, and to apply any
limitations on access as narrowly as possible.    

If I can provide any clarification that will help expedite your attention to my
request, please contact me at 415-717-2875 or zito.kelly@gmail.com
pursuant to Government Code § 6253.1. I ask that you notify me of any
duplication costs exceeding $50 before you duplicate the records so that I
may decide which records I want copied.

Thank you for your timely attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Zito

mailto:zito.kelly@gmail.com


https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/fireworks-on-treasure-island-that-caused-loud-booms-across-the-bay-are-part-of-a-
much-bigger-project 

Fireworks filmed on Treasure Island that caused loud booms across 
the bay are part of ‘a much bigger project’ 

Aidin Vaziri October 20, 2022 
 

A flurry of fireworks that were part of a film production on Treasure Island caused the loud booms that 
sent Bay Area residents into a late-night panic on Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

“It was a couple of really short fireworks displays on the bay that were filmed from the island,” Jack 
Nathanson, special events manager of the Treasure Island Development Authority, confirmed with The 
Chronicle. “It’s going to be part of a much bigger project.” 

According to the production permit obtained by The Chronicle, the name of the film is “Next Unknown” 
and was issued to Next Unknown LLC, a company based in New York. The contact name for the 
company is Marty Kenlon, a San Francisco location manager for Paramount Pictures. 

Island authorities last week posted a tweet indicating that there was film activity scheduled between 8 and 
10 p.m. Wednesday that was set to include fireworks along Avenue of the Palms. 

But Nathanson said, per rules set by San Francisco’s entertainment commission, sound permits are not 
required for fireworks displays over the bay. Nor are there curfews set for such events. 

Multiple Twitter users from San Francisco, Berkeley and Oakland described the sounds as “loud” and 
thunderous, with several others speculating that a PG&E outage affecting more than 5,000 customers was 
a result of the ruckus. 

The fireworks display was produced by Pyro Spectaculars, a Sacramento company that manages most of 
the shows for San Francisco Giants games and the city’s New Year’s Eve and Fourth of July celebrations. 

Asked if there were any recent celebrity sightings on Treasure Island, Nathanson said, “The star was the 
fireworks.” 

He added that “the end game is to be a really unique film experience.” 

With its old aircraft hangars and unique view of the San Francisco skyline, Treasure Island has for 
decades served as a destination for film and television crews. “The Matrix,” “The Pursuit of Happyness,” 
“Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade,” “The Parent Trap” and “Nash Bridges” are among the productions 
that have used it as a production site. 

 

 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/aidin-vaziri/
https://twitter.com/annielin/status/1582969813319589889
https://twitter.com/helencasey1970/status/1582953450756661250?s=46&t=l0X5BDDkwh-y4c5NmPasWA
https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/why-we-never-get-tired-of-seeing-san-francisco-as-a-backdrop-in-tv-shows-and-movies
https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/nash-bridges-is-back-on-the-streets-of-s-f-and-star-don-johnson-couldnt-be-happier


https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/san-francisco-buyers-looking-for-new-condos-must-play-the-waiting-
game-01664017813 

San Francisco Buyers Looking for New Condos Must Play the 
Waiting Game 

The development pipeline is slow as planning approvals are complex and construction costs are high 

By Nancy A. Ruhling 
Originally Published Sept. 24, 2022 

Housing demand is cooling in San Francisco’s luxury market following a record-breaking streak of sales 
in the second quarter of 2021, but prices are refusing to retreat in tandem. 

The luxury market, defined as properties that are selling for $3 million or more, recorded only 20 sales in 
the second quarter of 2022, down by half from the second quarter of 2021, according to Compass’s New 
Development Market Watch report. 

But Krysen Heathwood, senior managing director, Compass Development Marketing Group, Western 
Region, said that the figures do not represent a weak market. 

“Desirable homes are still selling at or above asking price, and days on market are still very low, showing 
that demand is still solid,” she said, adding that although prices are starting to decline, they still remain 
higher than pre-pandemic rates in most areas. 

She noted that potential purchasers are “sitting in the waiting room to see what happens next with interest 
rates and the stock market. That said, many buyers recognize that rates are still very low and are buying 
real estate now.” 

There are only 28 new luxury condo developments in the pipeline, according to the report. The 
approximately 1,000 homes available in these new projects, Ms. Heathwood said, “is historically on the 
lower end” because “in 2007-08, we had around 3,500 condo units available. The dearth of housing 
inventory remains.” 

The lack of many new developments is, she said, a reflection of the “arduous process” of bringing them to 
market. “Planning approvals are complex, construction costs are high, and the supply chain is 
challenged,” she said. “These are not new challenges to the housing conversation albeit in the past two 
years, it has been exceedingly difficult to bring developments to market in part due to the pandemic.” 

Those who are buying place a priority on security and walkability, which tied for the No. 1 spot on 
Compass’s biannual Sentiment Survey on the most desirable amenities across the Bay Area. 

Community space to socialize and work is in second place, followed, in order, by EV charging stations 
and fitness and well-being amenities such as gyms and yoga studios. 

The new developments, Ms. Heathwood said, have responded by incorporating these elements. 

She noted that the city’s two newest luxury neighborhoods—Yerba Buena Island and Treasure Island— 
are attracting a lot of interest because “they will offer a highly desired lifestyle on the water, an easy 
commute via the ferry and have rare natural surroundings. This is the place to be now and in the future.” 



https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/san-francisco-buyers-looking-for-new-condos-must-play-the-waiting-
game-01664017813 

Although there are not a lot of new developments now, there still are choice units left in projects, such as 
this one, that launched sales earlier.  

The Bristol at Yerba Buena Island, Yerba Buena Island 

 

Yerba Buena Island, which is named after the naturally formed island in the San Francisco Bay, is a 
collection of distinctive townhomes, flats, condominiums, penthouses and estate homesites.   

The Bristol, the first building to open, features luxury condos. 

The development, which is minutes from the Financial District and the Treasure Island ferry terminal that 
is devoted to downtown commuters, is designed to bring nature, wellness and community into one setting, 
which, according to agent Ryan Fay of FM Partners, is a priority for purchasers in the wake of the 
pandemic. 

“The emphasis on urban planning, stunning architecture and design, along with being nestled among trails 
and parks, will make this the most unique and tranquil development within any major city worldwide,” he 
said. 

Noting that the development “seamlessly integrates its surroundings to give its residents a sense of 
belonging,” real estate agent Omar Maissan of FM Partners, which has worked with Yerba Buena Island 
developer Chris Meany, said that it’s like “stepping onto an island resort. The exterior finishes are meant 
to give that feeling of natural serenity and the look of being weathered by the salty sea air. Details that 
stand out include the silver hue that will become apparent on the wood used over the years, oil-rubbed 
bronze fixtures that will have varied coloration in areas that receive contact, and even the stucco will get a 
deeper mottled hue over time.” 

Sales launched in February 2021. 



https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/san-francisco-buyers-looking-for-new-condos-must-play-the-waiting-
game-01664017813 

Number of Units: 124 
Price Range: Starting at the mid $700,000s for studios, from around $1 million for one-bedrooms, from 
around $1.6 million for two-bedrooms and from around$3.6 million for three-bedrooms 
Developer/Architects: Wilson Meany/Anne Howerton and Tim Slattery of Hart Howerton, Jon Ennis of 
BDE Architecture, Vivian Lee of Edmonds + Lee, Gray Davis of Meyer Davis, Kent Chiang and Roslyn 
Cole of Aidlin Darling Design, Cliff Lowe of Cliff Lowe Associates, and Lauren Stahl of CMG 
Landscape Architecture. 
Condo Sizes: 630 to 2,248 square feet. 
Amenities: The Yerba Buena Island development has 72 acres of parks, including a park that will crown 
the island’s peak and is designed by landscape and public artist Walter Hood, a recipient of the 2009 
MacArthur Genius Grant award; a calm sandy beach and five miles of hiking and biking trails. For 
residents, there’s a private, three-story gathering place, the Island Club, that features fitness equipment, a 
yoga studio, lounges and an outdoor lap pool. 
Website: yerbabuenaislandsf.com 
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2 San Francisco restaurants rank among 
Tripadvisor's best places to eat in US 
Steph Rodriguez, SFGATE 
Oct. 2, 2022 
 

Two San Francisco restaurants ranked high on Tripadvisor's Best of the Best Restaurants for 2022 list, 
released Sept. 27, alongside some of the best places to eat in the world. 

The award series reveals the most recommended restaurants based on the reviews and ratings of real-deal 
travelers, who spent time dining at these spaces during leisurely or business-related trips over the past 
year. 

These award-winning restaurants stretched across six continents and 51 countries. The list is also made up 
of six different subcategories: Fine Dining, Everyday Eats, Quick Bites, Picture-Perfect Restaurants, Date 
Night and Hidden Gems.  

San Francisco Michelin-recognized Greek favorite, Kokkari Estiatorio, lands at the No. 14 spot in the 
Fine Dining category, ranking among other top-rated U.S. establishments such as Lahaina Grill in Hawaii, 
which took the No. 1 title.  

“The goal at Kokkari and Evvia is to offer as close to a true Greek restaurant experience as possible,” said 
Kokkari's executive chef Erik Cosselmon on the restaurant's website. “Not only is it about good food, it’s 
about the people, the celebratory atmosphere and the Greek hospitality.” 

Highlighted in Tripadvisor's newest category, Hidden Gems, San Francisco's Mersea Restaurant graces 
the list at No. 2 as a local favorite with gorgeous views of the bay and its “delicious seafood-centric 
menu.” 

Mersea is led by executive chef and restaurateur Parke Ulrich, along with co-founder MeeSun Boice. The 
seaside restaurant opened in 2018 and is located in the heart of Treasure Island.  

See the full list of Best of the Best Restaurants for 2022 across the U.S. and the globe from Tripadvisor. 

https://www.sfgate.com/author/steph-rodriguez/
https://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/
https://tripadvisor.mediaroom.com/2022-09-27-Tripadvisors-2022-Dining-Directory-Top-Rated-Restaurants-in-US-and-Around-the-World
https://kokkari.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60713-d353917-Reviews-Kokkari_Estiatorio-San_Francisco_California.html
https://kokkari.com/about-kokkari/
https://www.mersea.restaurant/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g60713-d13497261-Reviews-Mersea_Restaurant_Bar-San_Francisco_California.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/TravelersChoice-Restaurants
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Matt Dorsey’s Treasure Island problem 
It's a key part of the district's future—but he hasn't been able to explain his vision (or even his 
understanding of the issues). 

By Steve Stallone, October 17, 2022 
 

Incumbent San Francisco District 6 Supervisor Matt Dorsey has a big challenge as he faces voters for 
election to his new position this November. 

He entered this race as a relative unknown on Treasure Island, and he likewise lacks knowledge about its 
history and problems. TI doesn’t have the same drug and safety issues that much of the rest of District 6 
does. (The district also includes SoMa, Mission Bay, East Cut.) Instead, it has its own peculiar issues as a 
new residential development being built on a dilapidated and infrastructure-challenged former military 
base that started as a redevelopment project before the state eliminated redevelopment agencies and their 
tax increment financing. 

Dorsey’s signature pro-housing, Yimby message is redundant on the island. For 25 years TI has been 
waiting for the promised units, especially the affordable ones. The controversy isn’t whether to build, but 
when it is going to get done and whether it will have the social justice component Dorsey promotes—not 
displacing low-income people and people of color—and how to make sure it will be a sustainable 
neighborhood and community beyond its traffic issues. 

On Sept. 28, I sat down with Dorsey in his Soma campaign office. I wanted to learn where the new 
supervisor stood on the issues roiling TI in advance of the election, particularly the toll, transportation, 
and housing and development issues on the island. 

Throughout the interview, when pressed for specifics, (over and over again) he fell back on his need to 
learn more. His remarks were peppered with statements such as: 

I’m gonna need to get way better educated than I am on this. 

Do I have a lot more homework to do on this? So stipulated.  

I have to acknowledge that there’s 25 years of agreements and legislation and things that I need to 
unpack to prudently make a decision. 

I can talk from a set of the perspective of principles and rely on others for details. 

As a supervisor, I’ve still got a lot to learn 

Matt Dorsey is a 57-year old out gay white man who is openly HIV positive, a former substance and 
alcohol abuser in recovery. He worked for 14 years as the chief press person in the City Attorney’s Office 
and for the past two years as the head of public affairs for the San Francisco Police Department. 

Dorsey considers the SFPD to be a progressive department and a national leader in police reform. He 
supported the recall of DA Chesa Boudin and the candidacy of new DA Brooke Jenkins. 

https://48hills.org/author/stevestallone/


https://48hills.org/2022/10/matt-dorseys-treasure-island-problem/ 

Mayor London Breed appointed him as the District 6 supervisor last May after then-Supervisor Matt 
Haney left the position to become the Assembly member representing the east side of the city. 

In his public appearances he had presented himself as a “progressive” who wanted to be a “brave” and 
“bold” supervisor. He said he admired state Senator Scott Weiner because he never equivocated—he 
always told you where he stood without ambiguity. 

Dorsey had allocated 45 minutes for our interview. He started off like he was filibustering it, using up the 
time so we couldn’t get into anything in any depth, repeating his stump speech stories, talking fast to 
make it hard to find an opening to interject until he finally asked if I had a question. 

At other gatherings he had used some variation of the “need to learn more” response when addressing the 
toll, so the obvious question was where he stood on it now. He responded with four sharp words. 

“I’m against the toll,” he said. 

Then came the equivocation. 

“If we get to a situation where the toll, if this is so baked in that it’s gonna tank 8,000 units of housing, 
you know, if there’s a scenario where we have to have a toll because it’s something that’s been done, and 
it’s a done deal and it’s baked in and nobody’s getting out of it…” he began, sounding like he was about 
to let go of his toll opposition for his housing goals. And then a telling admission. 

“I don’t know that there’s support on Board of Supervisors [for the toll], even if I was for it,” he said. 

It would require a two-thirds vote of the Board of Supervisors—8 of 11, a high bar—and mathematically 
it wouldn’t make a difference if Dorsey voted for it or not. 

“Treasure Island is just one precinct in District 6, but it punches above its weight,” Dorsey said, 
acknowledging the neighborhood’s organizing success. 

For whom the toll tolls 

He called the toll regressive, even with its resident exemptions and discounts. And it complicates his main 
concern—building more housing. 

“The optics of the toll are terrible for the entire pro-housing movement. This is bigger than Treasure 
Island,” he said. 

But he doesn’t sound like a candidate entirely convinced of his own positions. 

“Here’s my worry about the toll. We can’t have 20,000 new residents coming onto Treasure Island with 
private automobiles,” he said. 

But the plan wasn’t always for 20,000 residents on the islands. In fact, the first proposal for the 
development in 1996 envisioned no housing at all, just using the area for cultural and entertainment 
facilities, sports fields, and open space precisely because with only one way to get on and off the island 
by car—the bridge—it was considered infeasible to put many people there. 
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But then the plan was amended with the magic words “affordable housing” and suddenly, like an 
engineering transfiguration, the Bay Bridge no longer loomed so formidable as an obstacle. At first it was 
to be for only one or two thousand people. But the numbers increased four more times at the developer’s 
insistence that they couldn’t make it financially viable without more units, going up to 2,800 in 2002, to 
5,500, to 7,540, and finally to 8,000 in 2010. 

The majority of the housing will not be affordable. 

That begat the problem of bridge congestion, which begat the toll solution and placing the financial 
burden on the residents, later expanded to anyone who came to the islands. That begat the Treasure Island 
Mobility Management Agency (TIMMA), plans for a rapid ferry to the mainland, and an expanded traffic 
bureaucracy that added to the costs the toll had to cover with its proposed $10 charge—the highest bridge 
toll in California—which, if you are coming from the East Bay is added to the $7 it costs to get on the 
Bay Bridge, adding up to a $17 to visit Treasure Island. 

That begat a political and financial migraine San Francisco politicians are still looking for a next patch to 
fix. 

Dorsey acknowledged he didn’t know that history, so he had little to offer as a way out. 

He did suggest charging the wealthy people buying the luxury condos on Yerba Buena Island a six-figure 
fee for a parking spaces (already being done and likely to include parking fees for all residents and 
visitors). While tax-the-rich proposals have a nice progressive ring to it, the rich and speculators who 
want the condos with the best views of the Bay will pay, but it will not take many cars off the bridge or 
ease congestion. 

Dorsey also floated the idea of just having the city pick up the tab for all that the toll revenue is slated to 
cover, effectively socializing the costs throughout San Francisco. He said he figures the property taxes on 
the island housing, which he called the biggest source of city income, would cover it. Perhaps, but that 
could have been decided years ago and saved much time and money. 

To be fair, there is consistency in his consistency. His main principle is building more housing. His stump 
speech emphasizes that he wants to be the housing conscience of the board. He constantly talks about the 
state’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation, the number of units a city must build or lose state funding for 
affordable housing and transportation.The city is required to make room and clear approvals for 82,000 
units in the next eight years. The TI project would provide nine percent of that requirement. 

“I’m gonna support housing in my district and your district and your district,” his stump speech goes. 

And he wants to do that with an emphasis on “not repeating the mistakes of generations past”, that is, 
displacing low-income and people of color as was done in the Fillmore and Manilatown. 

While saying his pro-housing principles would guide his decisions, he dismissed the calls from Treasure 
Islanders for an economic impact study on how the toll would affect its residents and businesses as well 
as the livability of the island. How do you know what’s a good idea or a bad one for the future of TI 
without some data to guide you? 

For instance, Dorsey said he doesn’t know, and apparently neither does the city, just how much money 
the city needs the toll to raise to pay for its bus and ferry alternative transportation modes; how much it is 
giving up in toll dollars to cover its multiple and complex discounts for residents, island business 

https://48hills.org/2022/09/the-states-local-housing-goals-are-nothing-more-than-a-farce/
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employees and low-income visitors; or the costs of administering the tolls and FASTRAK record-keeping 
that it has developed to try to address all the valid objections and placate opposition. No one even has a 
ballpark figure that justifies the proposed $10 toll. 

No island is an island—state coastal protections 

In 2014 the City and County of San Francisco signed legally binding contracts with the Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission and the State Lands Commission, which oversee the development of 
California’s coastal regions and tidelands, including Treasure Island and Yerba Buena Island. These 
agreements gave San Francisco permission to build a residential development on the islands in exchange 
for free public access to these public trust lands, like all coastal areas in California. 

By 2016 it became clear to the city officials that due to poor planning and an inadequate agreement with 
the development group, the expanded bus and ferry service projected would cost more than the 
commitments made by the developer. So in July 2016 the Board of Supervisors extended its toll policy to 
charge all TI visitors the toll—in violation of these agreements. That could cancel permission for all 8,000 
housing units Dorsey sees as essential to fulfilling the City’s housing goals. 

But Dorsey said he had no knowledge of this roadblock to his pro-housing dreams, and showed little 
interest when asked about it. Neither the mayor, nor her allies on the board, nor or any of the staff whose 
jobs it is to complete the project bothered to inform him of this wrinkle, even though the city has been 
aware of the issue since it began to make plans for the development in 1996. All of them continue to 
proceed as if they can ignore the matter. 

When BCDC got wind in late 2021 that the Treasure Island Mobility Management Agency was planning 
to vote to pass the toll at an upcoming meeting, BCDC reminded the city of its legal commitments. In a 
Nov. 15, 2021 letter, BCDC suggested TIMMA get in touch with BCDC’s legal department before 
proceeding. The previous contract would need to be renegotiated and a new EIR might need to be done to 
resolve the differences between the original contract and this new toll policy. That could delay the whole 
project, which is already over budget and way behind schedule by years. 

Lottery evictions—losing by winning 

Treasure Island is a man-made landfill project built in the 1930s on the shoals of Yerba Buena Island to 
be the site of the Golden Gate International Exposition celebrating the newly completed engineering feat 
of the Golden Gate and Bay bridges. The plan was to turn it into an international airport until WWII 
intervened. Then the US Navy took it over. 

The Navy’s legacy is an island littered with toxic and radioactive waste it was supposed to have cleaned 
up before closing the base and turning it back over to San Francisco for civilian use in the 1990s. 
Although officially the Navy and the city claim the cleanup is complete and the island is safe, their 
actions suggest otherwise. They advise residents not to dig in the yards around their housing units or let 
their kids play there. Sections of the island have been fenced off with radiation and toxics warning signs. 
The housing in the northwest Gateview neighborhood, near where the Navy had its “burn pits,” is slated 
to be torn down and not rebuilt there. It will be left as an open space park. 

State officials now admit  the site was never properly cleaned up and parts of it remain highly unsafe. 

https://48hills.org/2021/02/sf-moved-people-onto-treasure-island-despite-serious-toxic-dangers/
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While planning and preparations for San Francisco’s new neighborhood on the island proceeded, the city 
moved homeless and low-income people into the former Navy housing and rented out other facilities to 
businesses to collect revenue in the meantime. 

This has been going on for 25 years while cancer clusters and the lawsuits they engender continue. 
Nonetheless, the lack of affordable housing in San Francisco and the promise of long-term affordable 
units for those who stay have kept people who have few other options there. 

Approximately 1,800 people live on TI, the majority of whom are people of color, and about 50 percent 
of the population lives below the poverty line. Over the years, as people will, they have built community 
there and still seek to make a better life for themselves and their families. 

Dorsey said he knows next to nothing about the next big controversy facing Islanders, what they refer to 
as “lottery evictions.” 

Many of the residents have lived on TI for 10, 15, 20 years or more. These long-timers have been 
promised first shot at the new low-income housing units still to be built. They have been living in 
temporary Navy housing since the 1990s and enduring the indignities of life in limbo without proper 
amenities. Cell and internet services are spotty. Power outages are a way of life, accompanied by 
throwing out half a refrigerator of food, and sewage backups that sometimes run down their streets. 

But they have clung to the promise of low-income housing even as the date for building the new homes 
has slid further and further into the future. The Treasure Island Development Agency, the city entity that 
runs the island developments, held a lottery last May among residents who qualify for the new units that 
puts them in line for the housing. Residents were given numbers and know their place in line, but they 
don’t know when the numbers will start to be called, how quickly the queue will move, whether the unit 
they will be offered will be comparable in size and cost to what they have now, and whether it will work 
for all members of their households—or if instead they will have to accept a minimal payoff and 
relinquish their rights to a home on TI. 

While awaiting their turn, residents’ lives are on hold and the future of their families’ housing is 
unknown. Into this vacuum of information rumors have rushed in, raising the anxiety level on the island. 
TIDA could let people know the answers, but hasn’t. 

Those selected first don’t get first choice of units. Instead, they are offered a unit by TIDA that it deems 
appropriate, according to the agency’s arbitrary and ever-changing rules and timelines. They get to be 
first to choose to take it or leave it and leave the island. And among the rumors flying around the island 
now is that the first lottery winners will be offered some of the least desirable units. In other words, if you 
win, you lose. 

Residents brought this to Dorsey’s attention at the July 25 TI Town Hall where they pleaded with him to 
intercede on their behalf. As D6 supervisor he has an ex-officio seat on the TIDA Board and could 
demand the information. At that time, he said he had to learn more about the issue, but two months later 
the matter barely cracked his consciousness when raised again in our interview. He pivoted back to his 
default position of needing to get more information on it. 

Tenants fear the system is set up to get rid of them so the new housing can be offered to non-islanders the 
city has no obligations to and can charge higher rents, effectively fulfilling their greatest fear since the 
anti-toll movement began four years ago — that TI will become a wealthy, gated, bedroom enclave. 
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When pressed for reasons why TI residents and business owners should vote for him given his lack of 
program and proposals to deal with their issues, he replied, “If people aren’t convinced to vote for me, 
that’s fine. I can’t win every vote.” 

Steve Stallone is a 48hills.org correspondent and a founding member of theTreasure Island Organizing 
Committee, a coalition of residents and business owners working against the toll, for fair housing and 
other quality-of-life issues on the island. 
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Fireworks During Film Shoot Causing Confusion Among SF Residents  

Did you hear a loud boom in San Francisco? The Treasure Island Development Authority tweeted that 
there would be film activity along the Avenue of Palms Wednesday night.  
By NBC Bay Area staff • Published October 19, 2022 

A fireworks display caused a lot of confusion for some Bay Area residents Wednesday night.  

People on social media reported hearing "loud explosions." The sound was heard from San Francisco to 
Sausalito. 

It turned out that the fireworks were part of a movie shoot on Treasure Island. 

The Treasure Island Development Authority tweeted Monday afternoon that there would be some "film 
activity" along the Avenue of Palms Wednesday night between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.  

No word on what movie was being filmed. 
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Honey Mahogany talks about Treasure 
Island finances and how to make the project 
work 
D6 candidate supports the unpopular toll, but knows more about the complex situation than the 
incumbent, Matt Dorsey. 

By Steve Stallone, October 24, 2022 

Building a new neighborhood almost from scratch is a prodigious task, especially in these times of 
inflation, high interest rates, and supply chain delays. Then there are the challenges that are unique to 
Treasure Island: 

—Configuring transportation from an island in the middle of the bay 

— Installing new infrastructure to replace the existing dilapidated setup while people are already living 
there 

—Cleaning up the toxins and radioactive waste the Navy left behind and 

—Navigating all this with a current population that is disproportionately low-income. 

It’s almost surprising that anyone would ask to be responsible for this. And yet four people have thrown 
their hats into the ring to be the District 6 supervisor, who will represent Treasure Island, along with 
Soma and Mission Bay, for the next, crucial, four years. 

Honey Mahogany supports the toll, but offers some credible alternatives—if the city wants to pay for 
island transportation. Photo by Natalie Gee  

One of those is Honey Mahogany, a Black transgender performer and former chief of staff to then-
Supervisor Matt Haney. She is well known in the LGBTQ community, having co-founded the 
Transgender District of San Francisco, and was elected chair of the San Francisco Democratic County 
Central Committee last year. 

She is challenging the appointed incumbent, Matt Dorsey, who also talked with us recently. 

Mahogany claims to have the most experience of any of the hopefuls, particularly when it comes to the 
work of a supervisor. She helped run Haney’s office for more than three years, assisting in his legislative 
work. Her master’s degree in social work and years of experience working with the homeless, dealing 
with the mental health and drug addiction problems in the district, and her time running a small business 
in Soma (she co-owns the Stud bar) lends her credibility. 

But with that experience comes baggage. Haney had won his board election campaigning against the 
Treasure Island toll, and walked onto the island as a conquering hero, famously saying there would never 
be a toll on TI as long as he was around. Then he abruptly flipped on the toll, got a slew of construction 
trades union money, and left for an Assembly seat in Sacramento. 

https://48hills.org/author/stevestallone/
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Not surprisingly, many TI residents feel burned. Mahogany inherits that too, especially since she is 
echoing Haney’s last position of support for the toll in the campaign as both a “practical” and 
“progressive” measure, since it exempts current residents. 

She said several times during our Oct. 14 interview that a supervisors’ role is to ensure their constituents 
are heard and to advocate for them. Her time in the District 6 office means she has to know there is near 
unanimous opposition to the toll among the island’s residents and business owners. 

Defending her position, she said she worked on adding exemptions for people living on TI, and that she 
would look at expanding that to cover family members of and caregivers for residents. 

“We know there are a lot of seniors and people with disabilities on the island that rely on family and 
caregivers and we certainly don’t want to prevent that from happening,” she said. “We can also talk about 
the small businesses that have employees, etc., that need to get on and off the island, and how the toll is 
going to impact their businesses, and mitigate that as well.” 

She also proffered an idea that could be the most effective anti-bridge congestion plan yet — free public 
transportation on and off the island for all TI residents. She added that the toll exemption should be 
extended to all TI residents, especially those low-income ones who moved there before people knew they 
would have to pay a toll. 

Of course, the vast majority of low-income people who will be living in the affordable housing units 
won’t be on the island until they are built over the next seven years. Extending the free public transit to all 
those thousands of people is where Mahogany’s principled fairness and generosity hit practicality. 

“We need to look at how much it’s going to cost and what we can afford,” she added. 

Yes, that is the sticky part. As more and more worthy exemptions are made, as more subsidies for island 
businesses and nonprofits as well as for the otherwise prohibitively expensive ferries, are added, less 
money is in the toll fund to cover the expenses, including the costs of the expanding administration of the 
currently proposed complicated systems of exemptions and discounts. 

Mahogany said she was dismayed to learn that the city and the Treasure Island Development Agency, 
which oversees the project, has no data estimating what the toll will raise or what the costs of operating 
the system will be. 

When trying to devise a just and equitable transit system for this new neighborhood, one inevitably hits 
the brick wall of the agreement the city made with the developers. The developers aren’t paying for 
operating all this transit stuff. They negotiated a contract with the city that sets strict maximum limits on 
their contributions, raising the age-old question: Who pays? 

Mahogany suggested that the city could cover it. That’s a logical idea. Her opponent Dorsey has 
suggested as much as well. After all, why should Treasure Island be the only neighborhood in the city that 
is required to pay for its own transit? Why shouldn’t the property taxes its residents pay and the sales 
taxes its businesses generate be its contribution to the city’s overall transit fund like any other 
neighborhood? 

But San Francisco officials and TIDA have been saying for years that the operational costs of 
transportation for TI has to pay for itself, that it must be cost neutral to city coffers. That has all along 
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been the justification for the toll, along with the dream/fantasy of moving the TI’s projected 20,000 
residents to other parts of the Bay Area without bridge congestion withonly more Muni buses and ferries. 

The optimists like to refer to the ferries as the solution, without any data on the costs of ferry subsidies or 
recognizing what little data is in the city’s own traffic study. It shows that at best ferries would relieve 
only about four percent of the car traffic on the bridge. 

The entire city, through the decisions of its Board of Supervisors, approved this project and promoted it. 
The very first strategy plan for TI commissioned by then-Mayor Willie Brown and the city of San 
Francisco in Sept. 1996 warned that it would be a huge project that would require a “substantial public 
investment to secure and restore the property for any reuse.” 

Yet city officials, at the behest of the developers, proceeded to make the development larger and larger as 
the only way to make it profitable. And then they shifted the costs to the residents through the toll 
proposal and later expanded that to the general public. But it’s still the city’s responsibility to make it 
work. 

But like all the other Treasure Island politicians that have come before Mahogany for the last 26 years — 
including her former boss Haney and her opponent Matt Dorsey—Mahogany lacks a deep understanding 
about the finances of a TI transport system, and isn’t looking for data to support plans or asking staff to 
develop and present that. They all display the illusion (delusion?) that this project is too big to fail. 
Somehow, somebody will find a solution. 

The flailing of the San Francisco County Transportation Authority and the Treasure Island Mobility and 
Management Agency over the last eight years should have proven by now that is not the case. 

Barring that, we are left with a lot of pretty ideas about a just and environmental paradise on an island — 
except for all the radioactive waste and toxins the Navy left behind. 

The fart of the deal 

Unlike Dorsey, Mahogany did know of the legally binding agreement the City and County of San 
Francisco negotiated and signed in 2014 with the state agency the Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission, which regulates the development of California’s coastal regions and tidelands, including 
Treasure Island and Yerba Buena Island. But she did not know the details or the serious consequences of 
it. 

Here’s the deal: The state gave San Francisco permission to build this huge residential development, and 
in return the city promised to steward these public trust lands and give the public unobstructed access to a 
100-foot-wide strip of land along the entire shoreline of TI and most of Yerba Buena Island. 

In 2016, the city negotiated a detailed amendment to the 2014 agreement, literally getting into the weeds 
about what structures along that strip had to be removed, how that perimeter strip would become part of 
the Bay Trail, what plants could be planted, etc. The negotiators relied on the project’s 2011 Final 
Environmental Impact Report that made no mention of the toll. Charging the public to visit public lands is 
obstructed access and a violation of the city’s obligation. A toll could make the whole deal — and the 
entire development — crash and burn. 

In late 2021 BCDC learned that TIMMA had scheduled a vote to pass the toll. In a Nov. 15 letter BCDC 
advised TIMMA it should hold off until the two parties discussed the legal situation that was about to be 
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triggered. The city was told in that same 1996 reuse study that the issue of the public trust tidelands 
needed to be resolved or it would cause problems for the development in the future. 

For years, the city and TIDA have kept telling us that the contract between them and the developers is 
sacrosanct and cannot be changed. But they and the City Attorney’s Office have made no such claim 
about their agreements with the state of California. 

To be fair, they’ve said nothing at all about the matter, like anyone else facing pending litigation. This 
may also be the reason neither TIMMA or the Board of Supervisors have yet taken a vote on imposing the 
toll even though they signaled they would nearly a year ago, and haven’t said a word about it since they 
cancelled their last scheduled vote in February 2022. They know that as long as they haven’t instituted the 
toll, BCDC has no grounds to sue them and stop the development. But it could if and when the city makes 
the move. As of now there is no word of whether talks between BCDC and the city have been held or are 
scheduled. 

The word at TIDA is that the TIMMA Board (i.e. the Board of Supervisors wearing different hats) plans 
to vote on the toll in the next couple of months— when everyone else is too distracted with holidays to be 
paying attention. The whole thing doesn’t pass the smell test. 

Gimme shelter 

Mahogany is on the “build-more-housing” bandwagon, with special emphasis on affordable units. The 
question on TI is: how do you get it done, and done within state policy and its deadlines? 

The state has set quotas for cities and counties on how many housing units they must build, and has 
recently added hammers for recalcitrant communities. Those that don’t meet their goals stand to lose state 
funds for affordable housing and transportation projects. San Francisco’s assigned target is 82,000 units 
in the next eight years. The TI project represents nearly ten percent of that, but where does the other 90 
percent come from? 

“A supervisor’s role is to fight for as much affordability as possible out of any project,” Mahogany said. 
“We’re never going to build the amount of affordable housing we need just through private development. 
Both state and federal governments are going to have to get more involved investing in subsidized 
housing.” 

Mahogany points to the social-housing model where everyone pays only 30 percent of their income for 
rent. She said it provides flexibility, with the people making more subsidizing the rents of those making 
less. 

“I’m not under any illusion that affordable housing as we define it as a city currently is affordable to 
people making minimum wage,” she said. “So we can’t continue to rely on the usual methods if we’re 
going to build the type of housing working class people can afford. Government has to step up its game.” 

To date, nobody in any elected or appointed office in San Francisco has given any indication of where the 
$19 billion the city will need to meet is state affordable housing goals is going to come from. Dorsey at 
least was honest when we asked him: He said “I don’t know.” 

Crime and punishment — or not? 
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Drugs and crime on the streets in some parts of District 6 and the city   have shaken up politics and local 
alliances in San Francisco, as different approaches to public safety and police and criminal justice reform 
bump heads and ballots. 

Mahogany said she believes police are part of a public safety solution, but only part. A more 
comprehensive strategy is needed as well as more police accountability, she said. 

She told a story echoed throughout town and in media reports. A shopkeeper’s store is broken into. He 
calls the police, they arrive and nab the suspect, but don’t arrest him. 

“There needs to be a real reckoning with the police department on why they are not doing their jobs,” she 
said. “I recognize they are down 600 officers and feeling overwhelmed. That’s why we created a street 
crisis response team so police no longer had to be the first response to people experiencing psychotic 
breaks or mental health crises in the streets.” 

Mahogany was a proponent of the Mid-Market safety plan, using urban community ambassadors to 
maintain calm on the streets, prevent drug dealing, refer people to services and help keep the streets clean. 

“It’s really about crime prevention,” she said. 

She did not support the recall of District Attorney Chesea Boudin, a big proponent of criminal justice 
reform. 

“I was against all the recalls,” she said, “just on principle mostly. I think that when people are elected, 
they should be allowed to serve their term. That’s true for the governor’s race, for the school board and 
for the DA.” 

She is staying out of this November’s DA race too, not endorsing the mayor’s new appointee Brooke 
Jenkins now facing the voters for the first time. 

“I don’t feel like there’s a perfect candidate for district attorney by any means,” she said. She did note the 
ethics complaint filed with the State Bar by a retired judge against Jenkins, alleging impropriety and 
dishonesty in her financial reporting and in her public statements about it. 

Lottery evictions — Behind the Magic 8 ball 

Unlike Dorsey, Mahogany knew about the “eviction lottery” issue on TI. 

About 170 residents on TI are long-timers who have an incentive to stick around. Many of them have 
been living in temporary Navy housing since the 1990s and have been promised one of the affordable 
units that are just now being built. 

Last May TIDA held a lottery among them. They were given numbers and a place in line, but they don’t 
know when the numbers will start to be called, how quickly the queue will move, whether the unit they 
will be offered will be comparable in size and cost to what they have now, and whether it will work for all 
members of their households — or if instead they will have to accept a minimal payoff and relinquish 
their rights to a home on TI. 
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In the meantime, their lives on are hold. Rumors run rampant through the island like an anxious game of 
telephone. Among the most prevalent is that those selected first don’t get first choice of units. Instead, 
they are offered a unit by TIDA that it deems appropriate, according to their arbitrary and ever-changing 
rules and timelines. They get to be first to choose to take it or leave it and leave the island. 

Anxiety and dread are the emotions du jour. Second guessing themselves is the local parlor game. Have 
they wagered on this so long only to come up with nothing? 

Tenants fear the system is set up to get rid of them so the new housing can be offered to non-islanders the 
city has no obligations to and can charge higher rents, effectively fulfilling their greatest fear — that TI 
will become a wealthy, gated, bedroom enclave. The latest rumor is that they will find out this spring. 

Mahogany turned back to her role as an advocate for her constituency. 

“If the residents are unhappy with the accommodations they are being offered in place of where they’re 
currently living, then I will advocate for a better deal,” she said. “That is something we should try and 
iron out and get on paper. It should be happening now.” 

She added that the residents who moved to TI after the 2011 deadline for a housing guarantee should get 
an opportunity for the affordable units that remain. 

With a projected 8,000 housing units, 500 hotel rooms, 20,000 residents,and 300-acre park system, the TI 
development is the single biggest project with the most money invested (adding up what the developers 
and the city have put in) that San Francisco has ever attempted. Yet some in the city treat it like an 
annoying little sibling. You can almost hear them mimicking WC Fields: “Go away, kid. You bother me.” 

But if the rest of San Francisco doesn’t take the island’s financial and environmental issues seriously, if 
they don’t step up to save what they have created, the massive investment in it could be a failure. 

 



https://sfstandard.com/transportation/treasure-island-robo-bus-trial-secures-florida-based-operator-beep/ 

Treasure Island Robo-Bus Trial Secures Florida-Based Operator, Beep 

Written by Garrett Leahy, Published Oct. 25, 2022 • 4:57pm 
 

 
Treasure Island's robo-buses will look similar to these at the University of Michigan campus. 

Florida-based Beep was selected Tuesday to operate driverless buses for Treasure Island’s driverless 
shuttles pilot program. 

The San Francisco County Transportation Authority’s autonomous shuttle pilot program aims to increase 
mobility for island residents while slashing reliance on cars.  

Two shuttles will transport residents and visitors as soon as late this year or early 2023. 

Each driverless shuttle will have a human safety driver and will run past the ferry terminal, the local 
YMCA, along Gateview Avenue and past the island’s sole grocery store, Island Cove Market. 

The $825,000 contract between Beep and the city will last for two and a half years and was awarded by 
the Treasure Island Mobility Management Agency Board, part of the SF County Transportation Authority 
(SFCTA) that oversees transit on the island and is made up of the 11 county supervisors. 

 
Treasure Island, Yerba Buena Island (top) and the Bay Bridge are seen from this drone view on May 13, 2021 
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Beep specializes in creating driverless shuttles for corporate campuses, colleges and transit agencies.  

According to Beep’s website, its vehicles run along 3D-mapped, preplanned routes and use sensors as 
“virtual eyes” to respond to surroundings. Beep currently operates in nine locations nationwide, including 
Yellowstone National Park and Jacksonville and Tampa in Florida. 

Beep was one of three companies to apply to provide the shuttles for the pilot program, alongside New 
Zealand-based Ohmio and Michigan-based May Mobility. No San Francisco-based driverless vehicle 
companies bid for the contract. 

A final shuttle route will be created in coordination with Beep, Treasure Island mobility bosses, the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency and the Treasure Island Development Authority, as well as 
public feedback. 

SFCTA spokesperson Eric Young said that the vehicles used by Beep will be bought from French firm 
Navya’s range of Autonom shuttles.  

Each bus will seat up to 10 passengers, or nine in total if one is a wheelchair user. 

Beep was chosen as its vehicles can accept more passengers than competing companies and are better at 
accommodating wheelchair users and others with limited mobility, Young said. 

The contract pilot program runs for nine months and will allow time for planning, testing, training and an 
evaluation period after the pilot ends. There is no designated pilot start date at this time. 

“We need some time ironing out details with Beep,” Young said of the start date. 

Treasure Island is building 8,000 new homes over the next few years. 

Beep was contacted for comment. 

A Tuesday virtual town hall to collect public opinions on the shuttle pilot runs from 6-7 p.m., and a 
survey to collect community feedback ends Oct. 31. 

Garrett Leahy can be reached at Garrett@sfstandard.com 
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SF Glens stage Treasure Island groundbreaking for soccer facility 

  

  
The first thing you notice are the views. And, of course, the wind. Any athletic fields alongside the San 
Francisco Bay come with the requisite wind. 

Which is perfectly fine when the sport is soccer because soccer players tend to perform no matter how 
extreme the elements. 

“You know what?” San Francisco Mayor London Breed said Wednesday on Treasure Island. “The wind 
is just a part of San Francisco. We know it. This is what you practice in, so get used to it.” 

Breed was on hand for a groundbreaking ceremony hosted by the San Francisco Glens Soccer Club, 
which is building a privately financed facility on the island a few corner kicks from the water with views 
of part of the Bay Bridge and the top of the San Francisco skyline. 

The Glens, who have been in operation since 1961, have roughly 70 adult and youth teams with 1,000-
plus players and prides themselves as the largest and most diverse soccer club in S.F. Its amateur teams 
have risen through the ranks in recent years, and a goal of the club is to eventually include a professional 
team that would play at the facility, which will have capabilities to expand. 

The San Francisco Glens Soccer Club staged a groundbreaking ceremony Wednesday, Sep. 7, 2022, on 
Treasure Island for a facility that will include a main field, three practice fields and 1,500 seats. Video: 
John Shea / The Chronicle  

On Wednesday, Breed joined Glens officials at a windswept news conference and groundbreaking that set 
off construction of a facility that will include a main field, three practice fields and 1,500 seats along with 
lights, concessions, locker rooms, a scoreboard and a press box. 
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According to Glens executive director Mike McNeill, the fields will be playable by April with the final 
touches (including the seating) hopefully in place by July. It’s contingent on funding, and more than once 
Wednesday, the mission to find a naming-rights partner was solicited. So far, funding has come through 
private donations and grants. 

“Soccer breaks down barriers in some cases, opens doors for others,” said McNeill, adding that more than 
$200,000 was granted for financial aid last year, “but above all has the power to bring everyone together. 
That’s what we envision with this facility, being a shining jewel to unify the city through the beautiful 
game as we approach the 2026 World Cup in the Bay Area.” 

Phase 1 of the project is complete, the demolition of six buildings that left the square block nothing but a 
dirt lot with trucks and tractors still leveling the property. 

 
Rendering of the proposed San Francisco Glens stadium on Treasure Island. 

Ceremonial shovels were stuck in the ground by Breed, Supervisor Matt Dorsey, other dignitaries and 
Glens officials, including board members John McCormack and Leo Cassidy, who have been part of the 
club for decades and formed the club’s junior teams in 2010. 

It was announced Wednesday that one practice field will be named after Breed and another after Kevin 
Maguire, who died as a young child of cancer and was the son of renowned coach Pat Maguire. The third 
will be named to honor the Treasure Island community. 

“Although this facility will be home of the San Francisco Glens,” McNeill said, “we want this to be open 
for use to other clubs, high schools, colleges and especially the local residents here at Treasure Island.” 

The island has plenty of remnants of its old U.S. Navy presence, some adjacent to the project. Also 
nearby: a YMCA, a youth baseball/softball field, a firefighting training facility, storage units and a beer 
and wine company. 

Glens officials said more of the bridge and skyline could be visible from the facility years from now with 
some buildings and an adjacent hill coming down. 

“This is going to put San Francisco officially on the map in the soccer world like nothing else,” Breed 
said. 

John Shea is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. Email: jshea@sfchronicle.com Twitter: 
@JohnSheaHey  
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