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August 18th 2026  
 
Dear San Francisco Arts Commission, 
 
I am writing to introduce myself and share the story of my artistic practice and creative journey. I was raised beneath 
the wide blue skies of Colorado, where I often describe my childhood as resembling the song “Little Fluffy Clouds” by 
The Orb. Coming from a large Polish and Russian family, I grew up surrounded by food, lively conversation, humor, 
and a strong sense of community. I was a tiny rebel with a very large imagination, and from an early age I knew I 
wanted to build things much bigger than myself. 
 
After moving to rural Colorado, I studied literature and worked for NPR and various publications while quietly painting 
on the side. Over time, magic, mysticism, nature, and the stars began to shape my consciousness. I became deeply 
curious and almost obsessively studied everything I could find, allowing my need for knowledge and travel to lead me 
around the world. 
 
Eventually, I relocated to San Francisco, where I spent more than twenty years living, learning, and developing as an 
artist. I earned my MFA from the San Francisco Art Institute and found a creative home in the Bay Area’s vibrant 
streets, where unusual art, experimentation, and community were part of everyday life. San Francisco gave me the 
space to grow into myself and introduced me to a community of artists with whom I spent many years building, living, 
and creating. 
 
Following a brief period in France and time spent in other parts of the United States, I moved to Los Angeles. There, 
my life and professional practice expanded significantly. I began creating murals and artwork in locations throughout 
the world, and my time in Los Angeles was essential to my development as a professional artist. Eventually, I 
purchased a dream property in the Mojave Desert, where I spent several years building and developing an 
environment filled with my art and sculpture. 
 
I later entrusted that property to close friends and moved to another dream world in the Midwest. I currently live, work, 
and rave in Detroit, Michigan, where I experience a sense of freedom and energy that continually inspires me to 
create, experiment, and believe in the transformative power of art. 
 
My work has been exhibited extensively throughout the United States and internationally—in galleries, alternative 
spaces, bookstores, abandoned buildings, fields, forests, and any place that seems to need a little extra magic. My 
brightly colored folk murals, mosaics, and sculptures can be found across the world, including in Los Angeles, 
Mexico, Italy, Paris, India, the Philippines, Detroit, Milwaukee, New York, and San Francisco. 
 
San Francisco remains an important part of my artistic history and identity. The city shaped my education, my 
community, and my understanding of what public and collective art can be. I am grateful for the many ways the Bay 
Area allowed me to experiment, connect, and develop a practice rooted in imagination, storytelling, color, and shared 
experience. It would be a great honor to continue contributing to the cultural life of San Francisco through my work. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope to have the opportunity to share more about my practice and the 
ways my murals, mosaics, and sculptures might contribute to the San Francisco Arts Commission and the 
communities it serves. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
Bunnie Reiss 
 









 
August 17, 2026 
 
The Hon. Chuck Collins, President 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
War Memorial Veterans Building 
401 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 325 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
President Collins, 
 
On behalf of the SOMA West Neighborhood Association (SWNA), I am writing to express our 
strong support for the proposed mural at Basil Thai, located at 1175 Folsom Street.. 
 
The design—featuring powerful female figures, city-specific motifs, a prominent lotus flower, and 
complementary organic elements—tells a layered story about San Francisco, womanhood, and 
the ongoing pursuit of justice and freedom. We note that the lotus flower was specifically 
requested for inclusion in the mural. As the artist Bunnie Reiss explains, the lotus represents 
renewal, strength, compassion, and the cycle of constant new beginnings.  
 
Placed on the façade of Basil Thai, adjacent to a Women’s Shelter, that symbolism will offer 
daily affirmation to residents, staff, and neighbors: even amid hardship, there is room for growth, 
dignity, and new possibilities. The figures depicted are intentional embodiments of resilience and 
communal leadership; when paired with San Francisco iconography, they situate personal and 
collective struggles within the city’s broader civic narrative. 
 
We also appreciate the resident-centered and consultative process used to develop the artwork. 
Centering residents’ voices ensures the mural reflects lived experience and community priorities 
rather than an outside projection. This approach deepens the mural’s relevance, increases local 
ownership, and supports healing and pride for those who live and work in the area. Beyond 
symbolic value, the mural will enhance the block’s visual vitality, encourage respectful 
engagement from the broader public, and help reduce stigma associated with shelter services 
and those experiencing housing instability. 
 



The SOMA West Neighborhood Association believes this mural will serve as both a beautiful 
addition to our streetscape and a meaningful representation of our community's values. We view 
this project as an opportunity to enhance the visual appeal of our neighborhood while making a 
public statement that San Francisco honors the courage and contributions of women and 
remains committed to justice, compassion, and inclusive belonging. 
 
We wholeheartedly endorse this mural proposal and look forward to seeing this artistic vision 
come to life. Feel free to contact us at any time regarding any potential artistic opportunities in 
our neighborhoods of SOMA West. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Reese Aaron Isbell 
Founder & President 
SOMA West Neighborhood Association 
 
cc: Matthew Goudeau, Executive Director of Arts and Culture 
Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission 
Lydia So, Ex Officio, Planning Commission 
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August 17, 2026 
 
 
 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
War Memorial Veterans Building 
401 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 325 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
 
Proposed Mural at Basil Thai 
1175 Folsom Street 
San Francisco 
 
Dear Members of the San Francisco Arts Commission, 
 
On behalf of SOMBA (San Francisco Organizational Mission-Based Arts), I write to convey our enthusiastic support for the 
proposed mural at Basil Thai, located at 1175 Folsom Street. 
 
SOMBA’s mission is to support and advance public art that strengthens neighborhood identity, uplifts underserved communities, 
and centers the voices of those most affected by social inequity. This mural project embodies those values. The design featuring 
powerful female figures, city-specific motifs, a prominent lotus flower, and complementary organic elements, tells a layered story 
about San Francisco, womanhood, and the ongoing pursuit of justice and freedom. 
 
We note that the lotus flower was specifically requested for inclusion in the mural. As the artist Bunnie Reiss explains, the lotus 
represents renewal, strength, compassion, and the cycle of constant new beginnings. Placed on the façade of Basil Thai, adjacent 
to a Women’s Shelter, that symbolism will offer daily affirmation to residents, staff, and neighbors: even amid hardship, there is 
room for growth, dignity, and new possibilities. The figures depicted are intentional embodiments of resilience and communal 
leadership; when paired with San Francisco iconography, they situate personal and collective struggles within the city’s broader 
civic narrative. 
 
We also appreciate the resident-centered and consultative process used to develop the artwork. Centering residents’ voices 
ensures the mural reflects lived experience and community priorities rather than an outside projection. This approach deepens the 
mural’s relevance, increases local ownership, and supports healing and pride for those who live and work in the area. 
 
Beyond symbolic value, the mural will enhance the block’s visual vitality, encourage respectful engagement from the broader 
public, and help reduce stigma associated with shelter services and those experiencing housing instability. It will be a public 
statement that San Francisco honors the courage and contributions of women and remains committed to justice, compassion, and 
inclusive belonging. 
 
For these reasons, SOMBA wholeheartedly endorses the proposed mural at Basil Thai, 1175 Folsom Street, and urges the San 
Francisco Arts Commission to approve the project. We look forward to supporting continued collaboration among the artist, 
residents, property owners, and city partners to bring this meaningful work to fruition. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Henry Karnilowicz 
President 
 

 





‭No. 7 (10 Points)‬

‭• How will the project’s impact or service be sustained at least five years beyond the‬
‭grant term? (Limit: 3,000 characters)‬

‭• During the grant term, how will you build capacity to continue the service or maintain‬
‭the infrastructure? (Limit: 3,000 characters)‬

‭•‬‭(Program Area A only)‬‭What is your five-year maintenance plan, including responsible‬
‭parties and funding sources? (Limit: 3,000 characters)‬

‭Sustainability Beyond the Grant Term (3,438)‬

‭The mural walk has been designed with long-term sustainability at its core, ensuring that the impact of this project will last well‬
‭beyond the initial grant term. Each mural will be treated with a professional-grade anti-graffiti coating, which not only preserves the‬
‭vibrancy of the colors but also allows for easier cleaning and ongoing protection against vandalism. This proactive step significantly‬
‭extends the life of the artworks by reducing the amount of time and resources needed for restoration, ensuring that the murals‬
‭remain intact and visually engaging for years to come.‬

‭In addition to these protective measures, the SOMA West Community Benefit District (SWCBD) has the infrastructure, staff, and‬
‭protocols already in place to maintain public art installations as part of our regular neighborhood services. SWCBD currently‬
‭operates two pressure washer trucks that service sidewalks, buildings, and public spaces throughout the district on a daily basis.‬
‭These vehicles are highly effective in removing graffiti, dirt, and grime, and their routes can be adapted to prioritize areas where‬
‭murals are located. Beyond our equipment, we have a dedicated maintenance team that specializes in graffiti abatement and‬
‭routinely repaints walls and other surfaces across the neighborhood. This team is trained to respond quickly to new graffiti incidents,‬
‭which minimizes the likelihood of long-term damage and ensures the corridor remains welcoming and clean.‬‭(I.g. Grace Street‬
‭Graffiti Party that made News Headlines)‬ ‭By incorporating the murals into this established maintenance system, we are‬
‭guaranteeing that upkeep of the artwork will not be an afterthought but a fully integrated part of our operational plan.‬

‭Along with this, we plan to establish formal agreements with property owners hosting the murals, clarifying shared responsibilities for‬
‭long-term care and communication. We are fully aware that it takes a village and the more engaged tenants and property owners‬
‭are in making sure that these murals are maintained the better. These agreements will ensure that any concerns or maintenance‬
‭needs are promptly addressed and that property owners remain strong partners in protecting the artwork. We see this as cultivating‬
‭a sense of collective pride and stewardship. By fostering community ownership, we anticipate not only increased appreciation for the‬
‭murals but also a reduction in vandalism, as residents and visitors alike come to view the artworks as valuable shared assets.‬

‭Finally, we recognize that sustainability also depends on financial planning. While SWCBD already allocates resources to graffiti‬
‭abatement and cleaning, we will explore supplemental funding opportunities such as sponsorships, partnerships with local‬
‭businesses, and potential city arts programs to provide additional layers of support for ongoing mural care. This diversified approach‬
‭ensures that even as neighborhood needs evolve, the mural walk remains a priority within our broader mission of enhancing the‬
‭public realm.‬

‭Together, these strategies—protective coatings, existing infrastructure, property owner collaboration, community stewardship, and‬
‭diversified funding—will sustain the mural walk for at least five years beyond the grant term. More importantly, they will ensure that‬
‭the corridor remains a vibrant cultural destination that reflects SOMA’s identity and continues to inspire pride and connection well‬
‭into the future.‬



‭Capacity-Building During the Grant Term (2,862)‬

‭During the grant term, we will integrate the murals into our ongoing maintenance routes and train staff specifically on the‬
‭preservation of public art. By embedding this work into our daily operations, we ensure that upkeep is not treated as a separate or‬
‭temporary add-on, but as part of our long-term service plan for the neighborhood. Our maintenance team already has extensive‬
‭experience responding to graffiti, power-washing sidewalks and building façades, and public-facing walls. This project provides us‬
‭the opportunity to expand that expertise by training staff in specialized mural care, including how to clean surfaces treated with‬
‭protective anti-graffiti coating, how to identify areas in need of touch-ups, and how to collaborate with artists when more significant‬
‭conservation work is required.‬

‭We will also strengthen relationships with property owners hosting the murals, establishing clear agreements around stewardship,‬
‭maintenance responsibilities, and communication. Property owners have already expressed strong interest in the project,‬
‭recognizing the potential for murals to deter tagging, and increase foot traffic to their businesses. By engaging them as active‬
‭partners in the long-term success of the murals, we are fostering shared responsibility and accountability that extends beyond the‬
‭role of our maintenance team. This collaborative approach ensures that issues can be identified and addressed quickly, reinforcing‬
‭the sense of collective ownership.‬

‭By treating the murals as shared neighborhood assets, we are cultivating a culture of pride that actively discourages vandalism and‬
‭encourages local residents, businesses, and visitors to help care for the artworks. This may include volunteer clean-up days‬
‭(Saturday’s) and mural walk tours. Such efforts not only protect the physical integrity of the murals but also strengthen their role as‬
‭cultural touchstones.‬

‭Beyond these proactive measures, the SOMA West Community Benefit District is well-positioned to sustain this project for at least‬
‭five years beyond the grant term through its existing infrastructure and resources. Our organization operates two pressure washer‬
‭trucks that service sidewalks, buildings, and public spaces across the district daily, in addition to a dedicated ambassador team that‬
‭responds swiftly to graffiti incidents. These systems are already part of our standard operations and will seamlessly extend to‬
‭include the care of the murals. The anti-graffiti coating applied to each mural will further reduce the resources needed to keep them‬
‭vibrant, allowing us to preserve their integrity.‬

‭Through these measures, the project will not only be sustained for at least five years beyond the grant term but will also serve as a‬
‭model of how public art can be effectively maintained when built into the daily operations of a community benefit district.‬
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	CITY_N9*a5*a2N2Bg-1FXAGAT*w: Detroit
	STATE_TxeS3WiJbkMg-y3mjPRbVg: MI
	ZIP CODE_1kPaszCObDpFUv8H3MYJcA: 48202
	EMAIL_GMwGgl7PDHDFA66UKSTpEA: bunniereiss@gmail.com
	PHONE_1icc29fIKmZzGkqEH0X2hA: 415-308-6814
	PROJECT COORDINATOR_QWNQRbrPTWXr5VinzVLimg: Chine Emeahara
	ADDRESS_rFqSstcJrMwybnhsuiDh1Q: 1066 Howard Street
	CITY_2zkTmlEDDwRxJlVnDihuXA: San Francisco
	STATE_rgDho8kGTUqzhiOxTrcoNA: CA 
	ZIP CODE_NMDtWyGF0JZgO*lZpJTO6g: 94103
	EMAIL _MMxD3lBo0KpgrzgcBWcWcQ: chine@swcbd.org
	PHONE_JzLQB-05fNSqRz15uHylJQ: 415-818-3749
	SPONSORING ORGANIZATION_YCOOBJ1xg4uZYM1buXoZdg: SOMA West Community Benefit District
	ADDRESS_B3dcw*Dm9zyYtKQn9gW*pw: 1066 Howard Street
	CITY_dCcUCafVvTNlOqyT935AVg: San Francsico
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	PHONE_nQWn8z0FITn*mDMgqbOaCQ: 
	FUNDING SOURCES_8ZqmaTBc4zG0XQC-4QlzWw: Community
	PROPOSED SITE (address, cross _9xxCTo1MAbuqBEDMZ49hXw: 1175 Folsom Street
	DISTRICT _8n*JJMr1cd2KS2*H6DHxQQ: South Of Market 
	MURAL TITLE _MggG21s-J47pWw5HEjfIXQ: Flight of Compassion
	DIMENSIONS _jkheAl6QfQAPNvd4zQNnfA: 48 x 24 
	ESTIMATED SCHEDULE (start and _-9JkNjoY0fCXSWYvPn5oOA: September 20th - September 30th 
	_1_ Proposal (describe propose_CUQ0tFpWPEJsl5ti0mj-PA: The Thai Black Butterfly glides gently in a sea of pink lotus flowers to represent a gentle renewal of strength, and the cycle of constant new beginnings.

It represents renewal, strength, compassion and the cycle of constant new beginnings
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	_3_ List individuals and group_BI38z2YaZObsZkfUwsLDuQ: SOMA West CBD
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